
• Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration: 
Understanding the Basics
• Questions & Answers/Discussion

• Break – 15 minutes

• From Concept to Project: How to Effectively Propose 
Restoration Project Ideas
• Questions & Answers/Discussion

• Wrap-Up
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• Provide oil spill settlement background.
• Differentiate Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) 

from other key funding streams.
o National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Gulf Environmental 

Benefit Fund (GEBF).

o RESTORE Act.

• Review NRDA process basics.

• Explain how you can get involved in NRDA.

• Questions and Answers/Discussion.



Major Settlements with Transocean, BP and others:

• In 2012/13:  $2.544 billion to National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation GEBF*.

• In 2016 Global Settlement with BP:

• $8.8 billion for NRDA restoration over 15 years. 

• $5.328 billion to RESTORE Council.

*National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund



• A legal process:

o Based in the Oil Pollution Act 
(OPA).

o Natural Resource Trustee 
agencies assess the degree to 
which natural resources and 
the services they provide may 
have been injured by an oil spill 
and spill response activities.

o Then determine how to 
remedy injury through  
restoration projects and 
activities.

WetlandsFishBirdsOysters

Recreational Activities



DETERMINE INJURY to NATURAL RESOURCES: 
What was injured, extent, magnitude?

ASSESS MONETARY DAMAGES to COMPENSATE for LOSS: 
What needs to be done to restore the natural resources and cost?

MAKE CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION: 
To responsible party(ies)

CLAIM SETTLED OR CONTESTED 

RESTORATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 



• Sometimes called the 
“PDARP.”

• Guides governance 
and ecosystem 
approach to 
restoration.

• Available online at the 
Trustee Council 
website.



1. Restore and 
conserve habitat

2. Restore water quality

3. Replenish and protect living 
and coastal and marine 
resources

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational opportunities

5. Monitoring, Adaptive 
Management, 
Administrative Oversight 



Wetlands, Coastal and 
Nearshore Habitats

Habitat Projects on 
Federally Managed Lands

1. Restore and 
conserve habitat.

2. Restore water quality.

3. Replenish and protect living 
and coastal and marine 
resources.

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational opportunities.

5. Monitoring, adaptive 
management, 
administrative oversight.

Restoration Types



Nutrient Reduction 
(nonpoint source)

Water Quality (e.g. 
stormwater treatments, 
hydrologic restoration, 
reduction of 
sedimentation, etc.)

1. Restore and 
conserve habitat.

2. Restore water quality.

3. Replenish and protect living 
and coastal and marine 
resources.

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational opportunities.

5. Monitoring, adaptive 
management, 
administrative oversight.

Restoration Types



Fish and Water 
Column 
Invertebrates

Sturgeon

Sea 
Turtles

Marine 
Mammals

Birds

Mesophotic Reefs and Deep 
Benthic Habitats

Oysters

1. Restore and 
conserve habitat.

2. Restore water quality.

3. Replenish and protect 
living and coastal and 
marine resources.

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational opportunities.

5. Monitoring, adaptive 
management, 
administrative oversight. 

Restoration Types



Provide and Enhance 
Recreational 
Opportunities

1. Restore and 
conserve habitat

2. Restore water quality

3. Replenish and protect living 
and coastal and marine 
resources

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational opportunities

5. Monitoring, adaptive 
management, 
administrative oversight 

Restoration Types



Monitoring and Adaptive 
Management

1. Restore and conserve habitat.

2. Restore water quality.

3. Replenish and protect 
living and coastal and 
marine resources.

4. Provide and enhance 
recreational 
opportunities.

5. Monitoring, adaptive 
management, 

administrative oversight .

Administrative Oversight 
and Comprehensive 
Planning

Restoration Types



Trustee Council – Oversight, coordination.

Trustee Implementation Groups – Where the action is!

o Restoration planning, public engagement, project 
selection, implementation, & monitoring.

Trustee 
Council

Trustee Implementation Groups

AL FL LA MS TX OO RW



Restoration Area Allocation

Alabama $296 million

Florida $680 million

Louisiana $5.00 billion

Mississippi $296 million

Texas $238 million

Open Ocean $1.240 billion

Regionwide $350 million







www.RestoreTheGulf.gov

Insert screenshot

Register for our Updates

http://www.restorethegulf.gov/


Questions?



From Concept to Project: 
How to Effectively Propose a 

Restoration Project Idea



1. Request for restoration project ideas.

• Submit project ideas.

2. Notice of initiation of restoration planning.

3. Draft restoration plan for public comment.

4. Final restoration plan.

5. Implementation & monitoring.

IST POINT OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov



• Requests posted on web 
and via email:

o May include TIG’s 
restoration type focus.

o Will have a link to Gulf 
Spill website portal -
where to submit your 
idea.

SIGN UP to receive emails from the DWH Trustees on our website

• Information needed for  a 
project submission:

o Geographic location.
o Description.
o Activities.
o Habitats .
o Estimated cost.
o Partners.



• Talk to Trustees/staff about your 
ideas, get their feedback.

• Submit or update previous 
submissions at any time or when 
TIG requests.

• To be considered – must be in 
the portal.

• States have portals, too!
IDEA



www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration/
give-us-your-ideas/suggest-a-restoration-project



• DO make sure your idea is consistent with 
resource types the TIG is focusing on. 

• DO note your confirmation record so you can 
find your submission in the future.

• DO NOT feel that you have to have a full-blown 
proposal.

• DO NOT feel like you have to know how a project 
will be implemented or who will implement it. 



• Consistent with Trustees’ programmatic restoration plan 
goals and types.

• Consistent with Oil Pollution Act Criteria.
• Cost effective, nexus of project to injury being addressed, likelihood 

of success, prevents future injury as a result of the spill, avoids 
collateral injury, benefits more than one natural resource or service, 
effect on public safety.

• Meets other criteria TIGs may use.
• Specific restoration types identified.

• Complements other restoration efforts. Leverages other funding 
sources. Consistent with TIG’s restoration type request.



• TIG review process narrows down number of projects.

• Why project ideas might not be included in draft plan.

• May cause collateral damage to natural resources or compromises 
human health/safety.

• Similar past projects not successful.

• Project benefits take too long to come to fruition.

• Long-term maintenance too costly.

• Included within another project.

• Under consideration by another TIG.

• Insufficient information provided.  

Ex
am

pl
es



1. Request for restoration project ideas.

2. Notice of initiation of restoration planning.

3. Draft restoration plan.

• Public review & comment.

4. Final restoration plan.

5. Implementation & monitoring.

2ND POINT OF
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



1. Draft plan containing projects is posted on the web. 
www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov. 

2. Email notification goes out and includes.

a. Public comment request (usually 30 days).

b. Link to public comment portal.

c. Information about a public meeting or webinar 
(if applicable).

3. TIG considers all comments received and finalizes 
restoration plan.

http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/


www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov



Questions?



Thank you!
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