
Open Ocean Restoration Area  February 2019  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  Marine mammals are one of the six restoration types assigned to 

the Open Ocean Restoration Area as part of the Deepwater Horizon 
settlement and Consent Decree. The Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
resulted in the contamination of prime marine mammal habitat in 
the nearshore and offshore waters of the northern Gulf of Mexico. 
The purpose of this workshop is to obtain input on data needed for 
restoration planning, implementation, and evaluation given the 
established goals and approaches noted below. 

RESTORATION GOALS   
• Implement an integrated portfolio of 

restoration approaches to restore injured 
BSE, coastal, shelf, and oceanic marine 
mammals across the diverse habitats and 
geographic ranges they occupy. 

• Identify and implement restoration 
activities that mitigate key stressors in 
order to support resilient populations. 
Collect and use monitoring information, 
such as population and health 
assessments and spatiotemporal 
distribution information. 

• Identify and implement actions that 
support ecological needs of the stocks; 
improve resilience to natural stressors; 
and address direct human-caused threats 
such as bycatch in commercial fisheries, 
vessel collisions, noise, industrial 
activities, illegal feeding and harassment, 
and hook-and-line fishery interactions.  

Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration 

Marine Mammals  
Open Ocean MAM Strategy Workshop 
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What are the most important data needed to inform 
planning/implementation? 

• Taking into consideration restoration needs and priorities for 
marine mammals 

  
 
 

What are the most important data needed to evaluate restoration for 
marine mammals? 

• Taking into consideration project level, resource level (e.g., marine 
mammals), and across resources.  

 
 
 
 
 
What are the most important data needed to inform adaptive 
management? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the key takeaways from our discussion today? 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Breakout Group Guiding Questions 
There are a number of unknowns in marine mammal restoration; 

however, the workshop’s goal is to focus on what science and 
monitoring needs may be most helpful to inform restoration 

planning, implementation, and understanding restoration outcomes. 


