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·1· · · · · · · · ·P R O C E E D I N G S

·2

·3· · · · · · ·MR. FRANKLIN:· Good afternoon.· My

·4· ·name is Perry Franklin, and I will serve as your

·5· ·facilitator for today's Deepwater Horizon

·6· ·Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee

·7· ·Council's 11th annual meeting.· This meeting

·8· ·also serves as the annual meeting of the

·9· ·Regionwide Trustee Implementation Group.

10· · · · · · ·The trustees and their representatives

11· ·will present a lot of useful information today,

12· ·and then you'll have an opportunity to give your

13· ·feedback.

14· · · · · · ·Whether you are listening via

15· ·telephone or your computer's audio, please know

16· ·that we have all incoming audio muted at this

17· ·time.· If you are experiencing technical

18· ·difficulties and would like to receive

19· ·assistance, please use the questions box located

20· ·on the right-hand side of the webinar interface,

21· ·and we will try to help you.

22· · · · · · ·We have a court reporter who will
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·1· ·transcribe the entire meeting, including your

·2· ·comments.· The PowerPoint presentation that

·3· ·you'll see today and the transcript will be

·4· ·posted on the Trustee Council website in the

·5· ·very near future.

·6· · · · · · ·We are also providing an American Sign

·7· ·Language interpreter via live video.

·8· · · · · · ·The trustees would also like the

·9· ·public to know that there are fact sheets on the

10· ·Trustee Council's website, which is

11· ·www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.· Again, that

12· ·information can be found on the Trustee

13· ·Council's website, which is

14· ·gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.

15· · · · · · ·When you registered for today's

16· ·webinar, you received an email from webinars at

17· ·dwhtig.org, confirming your registration.· That

18· ·email contains helpful information to control

19· ·your audio.

20· · · · · · ·Additionally, you were asked if you

21· ·would like to make public comment.· After

22· ·today's presentation, there will be an
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·1· ·opportunity for you to make public comment.· If

·2· ·you didn't make a request, it's not too late, as

·3· ·we will give additional information on how to

·4· ·make public comment following the presentations.

·5· · · · · · ·So, at this time, let's get started

·6· ·with today's meeting.· I'd like to introduce you

·7· ·to Robin Riechers, Texas Parks and Wildlife

·8· ·Department Director of Coastal Fisheries and

·9· ·current Chair of the Trustee Council.

10· · · · · · ·Robin?

11· · · · · · ·MS. RIECHERS:· Thank you, Perry.

12· · · · · · ·Good afternoon, and welcome everyone

13· ·to this annual meeting of the Deepwater Horizon

14· ·Trustee Council.· Thank you for your interest

15· ·and attendance.

16· · · · · · ·Since the settlement with BP in 2016,

17· ·the trustees have held a meeting every year to

18· ·bring you up to speed on our work.· This is our

19· ·11th annual public meeting, as Perry said.

20· · · · · · ·In today's presentation, I'll present

21· ·a few slides that give you an update on what the

22· ·Trustee Council has been doing since our last
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·1· ·meeting.· Then you'll hear an update from each

·2· ·of the Trustee Implementation Groups.· After

·3· ·that, we want to hear from you, and Perry will

·4· ·facilitate the public comment portion of the

·5· ·agenda.

·6· · · · · · ·Now I will introduce the Trustee

·7· ·Council representatives.· We have a member

·8· ·representing each of the five Gulf states and a

·9· ·member who represents each of the four federal

10· ·agencies involved.· Many of these names may be

11· ·familiar to you, since quite a few of them were

12· ·also with us last year.

13· · · · · · ·Chris Blankenship is our Trustee

14· ·Council representative for Alabama.· Sarah

15· ·Ketron represents Florida, and Gordon Dove

16· ·represents Louisiana.· Chris Wells represents

17· ·Mississippi.· As indicated, I represent Texas.

18· · · · · · ·And Mary Josie Blanchard represents

19· ·the U.S. Department of the Interior.· Benita

20· ·Best-Wong represents the U.S. Environmental

21· ·Protection Agency.· Carrie Robinson represents

22· ·the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
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·1· ·Administration, and Doris Washington represents

·2· ·the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

·3· · · · · · ·Just as a quick review of our

·4· ·responsibilities, the trustees came together

·5· ·immediately after the oil spill.· We've been

·6· ·working together to restore the natural

·7· ·resources that were damaged.· Because the spill

·8· ·was an ecosystem-level injury, we take an

·9· ·ecosystem approach to restoration.· We are

10· ·working to restore wetlands, fish, birds, and

11· ·other resources that were injured by the spill.

12· ·We also focus on restoring recreation

13· ·opportunities and access to outdoor recreation.

14· · · · · · ·In 2016, the global settlement

15· ·determined how funds would be allocated across

16· ·areas impacted by the spill and those natural

17· ·resources.· These allocations were made based on

18· ·a comprehensive and programmatic restoration

19· ·plan developed by the trustees.· That plan

20· ·indicated which resources were injured and

21· ·needed to be restored.· You can see a chart of

22· ·these allocations in the Trustee Council fact



Page 8
·1· ·sheet that is available to download from the

·2· ·webinar interface or online at

·3· ·gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.

·4· · · · · · ·The Deepwater Horizon Trustee Council,

·5· ·or TC as we will call it, was created following

·6· ·the settlement in 2016 and is composed of the

·7· ·representatives I introduced earlier.· An

·8· ·important part of what the TC does is to ensure

·9· ·there's coordination for restoration activities

10· ·across each restoration area.

11· · · · · · ·The Trustee Implementation Groups, or

12· ·TIGs as they are often referred to, are shown on

13· ·the bottom of this slide.· Each TIG has its own

14· ·set of resources.· They are charged with

15· ·restoring and a corresponding allocation of

16· ·money from the settlement agreement.

17· · · · · · ·The Trustee Council provides

18· ·coordination and ensures transparency, fiscal

19· ·accountability, and consistency with the

20· ·programmatic plan and across the implementation

21· ·groups.· The Trustee Council also directs the

22· ·Cross-TIG Monitoring and Adaptive Management
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·1· ·work group which helps fine-tune the restoration

·2· ·program over time.

·3· · · · · · ·The Trustee Council is committed to

·4· ·proactively communicating or reporting about our

·5· ·work to the public.· We're continuing to

·6· ·communicate progress through our annual

·7· ·reporting.· This year, we produced more than 380

·8· ·project reports in our annual financial summary,

·9· ·all of which can be found on the Gulf Spill

10· ·Restoration website.

11· · · · · · ·You've seen a timeline of events at

12· ·every one of our meetings.· We all know the

13· ·spill occurred in 2010, and early restoration

14· ·work took place until the settlement in 2016.

15· ·Overall, the 2016 global settlement was $20.8

16· ·billion.· Of that, up to $8.8 billion was

17· ·allocated to the work we do which is known as

18· ·Natural Resource Damage Assessment Restoration.

19· ·This is a legal term, but essentially, it means

20· ·the process of evaluating damage to natural

21· ·resources from oil spills or toxic waste

22· ·releases with the goal of restoring it.· That's
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·1· ·a mouthful.· So we often refer to this process

·2· ·simply as N-R-D-A or NRDA.

·3· · · · · · ·But rather than spending time looking

·4· ·back, let's look forward after the settlement.

·5· ·As you can see on this timeline, we are

·6· ·two-thirds of the way through the 15-year

·7· ·payment period by BP of restoration funds.

·8· · · · · · ·Our restoration work won't stop when

·9· ·we receive the last payment from BP.· We will

10· ·continue to plan for and implement new projects

11· ·and ensure our work is successful through

12· ·monitoring and adaptation.· Restoration of this

13· ·scale takes time.· As we result, the trustees

14· ·will continue this work beyond 2031.

15· · · · · · ·The Trustee Implementation Group, or

16· ·TIGs, continue to implement approved projects as

17· ·well as finalize new restoration work from 2025

18· ·through today.· The TIGs finalize three

19· ·restoration plans.· To date, the trustees have

20· ·approved more than 385 projects and planning

21· ·activities for a total of $4.28 billion.· More

22· ·details on these can be found on our Gulf Spill
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·1· ·Restoration website.

·2· · · · · · ·This spring, the trustees received and

·3· ·invested accrued interest to date of more than

·4· ·$394 million, which is designated for the

·5· ·Unknown Conditions TIG.

·6· · · · · · ·We have put together a brief video

·7· ·sharing some of the great restoration work going

·8· ·on around the Gulf.· Let's have a look at that

·9· ·now.

10· · · · · · ·(Video played.)

11· · · · · · ·MR. RIECHERS:· So now we will hear

12· ·some updates from the Trustee Implementation

13· ·Groups on what they are doing within their

14· ·restoration areas.

15· · · · · · ·Across the Gulf, there are some common

16· ·themes.· As we plan for future restoration, we

17· ·are collaborating with a variety of partners and

18· ·continuing to solicit restoration project ideals

19· ·from the public.

20· · · · · · ·Generally speaking, the Trustee

21· ·Implementation Groups have focused on a variety

22· ·of activities, including restoring the Gulf's
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·1· ·coastal and deep-sea habitats and access to

·2· ·those habitats.

·3· · · · · · ·They are also looking at improving

·4· ·water quality while addressing living coastal

·5· ·marine resources, which includes birds, oysters,

·6· ·fish, sea turtles, and marine mammals.

·7· · · · · · ·Perhaps most importantly for many of

·8· ·us, you'll hear that restoration projects are

·9· ·continuing to move forward both on the ground

10· ·and in the water.

11· · · · · · ·So today, to begin, Chris Blankenship

12· ·will share some updates from the Alabama

13· ·Restoration TIG.

14· · · · · · ·MR. BLANKENSHIP:· Thank you, Robin.

15· · · · · · ·Thank you all for taking the time to

16· ·attend this webinar to learn about the Trustee

17· ·Council's activities over the past year.

18· · · · · · ·On the following slides, I will

19· ·provide you with a brief update on the Alabama

20· ·TIG's progress over the last year.· I would also

21· ·like to recognize the work of Alabama Deepwater

22· ·Horizon coordinator Amy Hunter and biologist
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·1· ·Jaime Miller and Jane Calamusa, who managed this

·2· ·good work throughout the year for the state of

·3· ·Alabama.

·4· · · · · · ·As of April, the Alabama TIG has

·5· ·committed more than $200 million of our total

·6· ·$295 million for restoration allocation from BP.

·7· ·We've approved 43 restoration projects to date.

·8· · · · · · ·The Alabama TIG has been busy this

·9· ·past year working on completing construction on

10· ·some projects and beginning construction on

11· ·others.· We've completed construction of the

12· ·Coastal Alabama Sea Turtle Triage facility,

13· ·which is the first of its kind in Alabama.· We

14· ·also completed a new 900-foot elevated boardwalk

15· ·at Bayfront Park, which provides a continuous

16· ·half-mile, ADA-accessible walking loop around

17· ·the park with views of alligators, birds,

18· ·wetland fauna, and much more.

19· · · · · · ·We're also excited to have begun

20· ·construction on the recreational use amenities

21· ·at Laguna Cove on approximately 53 acres we

22· ·purchased as part of this project.· The
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·1· ·amenities will include parking, a boardwalk, a

·2· ·kayak launch, ADA-accessible restrooms, and sea

·3· ·turtle-friendly lighting.· We anticipate that

·4· ·this project will be completed this fall.

·5· · · · · · ·Our project highlight for this year's

·6· ·annual meeting is the Weeks Bay Nutrient

·7· ·Reduction project.· This is a project that we

·8· ·have implemented with our federal partners.· The

·9· ·Weeks Bay Nutrient Reduction project aims to

10· ·include water quality by reducing sediment and

11· ·nutrient -- phosphorus and nitrogen -- loads

12· ·throughout the development and implementation of

13· ·conservation plans on agricultural lands.

14· · · · · · ·Twenty-nine private landowners

15· ·implemented Best Management Practices, or BMPs,

16· ·on approximately 17,500 acres in Baldwin County,

17· ·Alabama.· This includes the Lower Fish River,

18· ·Middle Fish River, Upper Fish River, and

19· ·Magnolia River, 12 watersheds.· The two primary

20· ·BMPs implemented include over 19,000 acres of

21· ·cover crop and nearly 8,000 acres of nutrient

22· ·management.
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·1· · · · · · ·The project has invested over $1.68

·2· ·million in 22 applied BMPs.· By implementing

·3· ·these BMPs, agricultural producers were able to

·4· ·boost their plant productivity while

·5· ·simultaneously reducing nutrient runoff,

·6· ·improving water flow, and enhancing overall soil

·7· ·health.

·8· · · · · · ·Nutrient management focuses on

·9· ·applying the right nutrient source at the right

10· ·rate, at the right time, and in the right place.

11· ·This strategy not only improves nutrient use

12· ·efficiency, but it also plays a crucial role in

13· ·reducing nutrient losses to surface water,

14· ·groundwater, and even to the atmosphere.

15· · · · · · ·So what's next?· The Alabama TIG will

16· ·be continuing the implementation and monitoring

17· ·of all the projects during this next year.· This

18· ·photo shows a small section of the land

19· ·purchased as part of the Laguna Cove project,

20· ·which will be maintained as preserved wetlands.

21· · · · · · ·We'll be hosting our annual TIG

22· ·meeting for Alabama in January of 2027 and are
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·1· ·excited to provide additional updates to the

·2· ·public at that time.· Please check our website

·3· ·where you can sign up for email updates to

·4· ·receive forthcoming information about this

·5· ·meeting.· The web address can be found in the

·6· ·chat, or you can scan the QR code on the screen.

·7· · · · · · ·Thank you again for your time.· I will

·8· ·pass things over to my friend Sarah who will

·9· ·share an update on restoration activities in

10· ·Florida.

11· · · · · · ·MS. KETRON:· Thank you, Chris.

12· · · · · · ·Good afternoon.· I'm Sarah Ketron with

13· ·the Florida Department of Environmental

14· ·Protection, and I currently serve as chair of

15· ·the Florida Trustee Implementation Group.· I'm

16· ·pleased to be here today to share what the

17· ·Florida TIG has accomplished over the past year.

18· · · · · · ·The Florida TIG's funding update

19· ·reflects a current commitment of nearly $382

20· ·million for restoration planning, project

21· ·implementation, monitoring and adaptive

22· ·management, and administrative oversight out of
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·1· ·the $497 million received to date from BP.

·2· · · · · · ·As a reminder, the total allocation to

·3· ·the Florida TIG is approximately $680 million

·4· ·with the final annual payment of $36.5 million

·5· ·scheduled for 2031.· Additional details are

·6· ·available in the funding chart on the Florida

·7· ·Restoration Area website.

·8· · · · · · ·Since the last Trustee Council

·9· ·meeting, the Florida TIG has remained active

10· ·across a range of efforts.· A brief overview

11· ·includes the following.

12· · · · · · ·We are currently implementing 60

13· ·projects.· To date, 22 projects have been

14· ·completed, including 14 recreational use

15· ·projects, four habitat restoration projects,

16· ·three water quality projects, and one bird

17· ·project.· Additional information is available in

18· ·DIVER.

19· · · · · · ·We would like to highlight the Lower

20· ·Suwannee River Nutrient Reduction Initiative.

21· ·This project engaged 13 private landowners to

22· ·implement best management practices, or BMPs,
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·1· ·across approximately 3,200 acres in Levy and

·2· ·Gilchrist Counties within the Moore Creek and

·3· ·Sandy Hollow watersheds.

·4· · · · · · ·The primary BMPs included nutrient

·5· ·management, approximately 2,700 acres;

·6· ·irrigation water management approximately 2,000

·7· ·acres; and sprinkler systems, over 2,000 acres.

·8· · · · · · ·These practices apply the right

·9· ·nutrient source at the right rate, time, and

10· ·place, improving nutrient use efficiency and

11· ·reducing losses to surface water, groundwater,

12· ·and the atmosphere.· To date, the project has

13· ·invested more than $1.62 million to implement 79

14· ·BMPs.

15· · · · · · ·In April, we invited the public to

16· ·submit project ideas to inform development of

17· ·our fourth post-settlement restoration plan,

18· ·which will address water quality, nutrient

19· ·reduction, sea turtles, and birds restoration

20· ·types.

21· · · · · · ·Lastly, in January 2026, we released

22· ·the pre-recorded 2025 Florida TIG Annual Update
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·1· ·on the Gulf Spill Restoration YouTube channel.

·2· · · · · · ·Our featured project is the Florida

·3· ·Fish and Wildlife Commission Scallop Enhancement

·4· ·project, completed in 2025.· This long-term

·5· ·effort focused on three key locations in the

·6· ·Florida Panhandle:· St. Joseph Bay, St. Andrew

·7· ·Bay, and St. George Sound.

·8· · · · · · ·This was a multifaceted restoration

·9· ·effort.· FWC conducted recruitment sampling and

10· ·grew scallops from both hatchery and wild

11· ·sources, including raising juveniles through

12· ·hatchery and university partnerships.· Scallops

13· ·were then released into targeted areas supported

14· ·by restoration cages and a volunteer-based

15· ·scallop-sitter program.· Throughout the project,

16· ·FWC also conducted annual population surveys and

17· ·monitored recreational harvest.

18· · · · · · ·The graphic on this slide shows

19· ·scallop density from 2016 to 2025.· Over this

20· ·period, FWC observed roughly a 20-fold increase

21· ·in average scallop density across the three

22· ·sites.· The strongest gains occurred in St.
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·1· ·Joseph Bay, which largely drove the overall

·2· ·increase.· St. Andrew Bay showed steady

·3· ·improvement, while St. George Sound remained

·4· ·lower overall but still exhibited variability.

·5· · · · · · ·The dashed line represents the average

·6· ·across all locations and shows an upward trend

·7· ·despite year-to-year fluctuations.

·8· · · · · · ·It's important to note that scallop

·9· ·populations are naturally cyclical with high

10· ·density years, often followed by lower ones.

11· ·Even with this variability, the long-term trend

12· ·reflects meaningful progress toward restoring

13· ·scallop populations and enhancing recreational

14· ·fishing opportunities.

15· · · · · · ·So what's next for the Florida TIG?

16· ·We will continue implementing and monitoring

17· ·ongoing projects from early restoration and

18· ·Restoration Plans 1, 2, and 3, as well as

19· ·planning and monitoring adaptive management

20· ·projects.· We will continue screening project

21· ·ideas and begin restoration planning for our

22· ·fourth restoration plan.· In addition, we will
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·1· ·continue to assess progress and adjust

·2· ·restoration planning efforts as needed.

·3· ·Finally, we will provide a webinar to inform the

·4· ·public of the Florida TIG's 2026 activities

·5· ·later in the year.

·6· · · · · · ·At this point, I would like to hand

·7· ·the presentation over to Maury Chatellier,

·8· ·representing the Louisiana TIG.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. CHATELLIER:· Thank you, Sarah, and

10· ·good afternoon, everyone.

11· · · · · · ·As Sarah said, I'm Maury Chatellier

12· ·with the Louisiana Coastal Protection and

13· ·Restoration Authority, representing the

14· ·Louisiana Trustees, and I'm here to present the

15· ·update for the Louisiana restoration area.

16· · · · · · ·As others have done, we'll start with

17· ·our financial update.· To date, the Louisiana

18· ·Trustees have approved or committed $2.42

19· ·billion for projects and restoration efforts.

20· ·This amount includes all dollars allocated via

21· ·resolutions through May of this year.

22· · · · · · ·We've received a little over $3
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·1· ·billion to date, and once the TIG receives its

·2· ·full funding after 15 years and ending in 2031,

·3· ·that allocation will be $5 billion.

·4· · · · · · ·I'd like to note that the commitment

·5· ·number on this slide is less than last year's

·6· ·due to the cancellation of the Mid-Barataria

·7· ·Sediment Diversion.· Via resolution, the

·8· ·Louisiana Trustees reduced project funding,

·9· ·freeing up previously obligated project funds

10· ·for future restoration planning activities.

11· · · · · · ·So what have we been up to?· We'll

12· ·start with our Lake Borgne Marsh and Ridge

13· ·Restoration project, an over four-year

14· ·construction effort that wrapped up at the end

15· ·of 2025.· It ultimately created over 2,700 acres

16· ·of marsh, utilizing approximately 13 million

17· ·cubic yards of sediment dredged from Lake

18· ·Borgne.

19· · · · · · ·In addition to the original project,

20· ·we were able to change-order in an additional

21· ·marsh creation cell for the adjacent Bayou La

22· ·Loutre project, which was another NRDA project
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·1· ·approved by the Trustees.· So we finally put a

·2· ·bow on our largest single marsh creation project

·3· ·that we've constructed to date.

·4· · · · · · ·In March, the Louisiana Trustees held

·5· ·their annual meeting.· This was part of a larger

·6· ·Deepwater Horizon update that was held in

·7· ·conjunction with Louisiana's Coastal Day at the

·8· ·legislature event.· The Trustees were joined by

·9· ·staff from the RESTORE Council and the National

10· ·Fish and Wildlife Foundation.· The event was

11· ·well attended and offered the opportunity for

12· ·the public to interact with the trustees.

13· · · · · · ·The Trustees also initiated

14· ·Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment 8.1

15· ·that will select construction alternatives for

16· ·two projects that are currently under design,

17· ·the East Orleans Landbridge and Raccoon Island

18· ·projects.

19· · · · · · ·The East Orleans Landbridge project is

20· ·located in the Pontchartrain Basin in Orleans

21· ·Parish, just east of the Rigolets.· This project

22· ·will include two components, marsh creation and
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·1· ·shoreline protection.

·2· · · · · · ·Raccoon Island is the state's

·3· ·westernmost barrier island in lower Terrebonne

·4· ·Parish.· Project features will include the

·5· ·creation and/or enhancement of beach, dune,

·6· ·supratidal, intertidal, and subtidal habitats

·7· ·through sand-fill placement and shoreline

·8· ·protection.

·9· · · · · · ·Other project features such as sand

10· ·fencing, vegetative plantings, crushed aggregate

11· ·for nesting substrate, and hay bales may be

12· ·included to promote avian nesting habitat.· The

13· ·restoration plan was just out for public review

14· ·and is scheduled for completion in the October

15· ·time frame.

16· · · · · · ·And, finally, the first-of-its-kind

17· ·joint restoration plan between the Louisiana and

18· ·Open Ocean TIGs was completed earlier this year.

19· ·The plan allocated funds from six restoration

20· ·types from both TIGs, including wetland coastal

21· ·nearshore habitat, birds, restoration on

22· ·federally managed lands, SAV, sea turtles, and
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·1· ·fish and more colony birds.· The trustees

·2· ·allocated a little over $230 million to the

·3· ·island construction component, with additional

·4· ·funds coming to the project through the state's

·5· ·other Deepwater Horizon funding streams.

·6· · · · · · ·Our featured project this year is

·7· ·Terrebonne HNC Island.· This small island was

·8· ·originally a dredge spoil placement from the

·9· ·Houma Navigation Channel, dredged in lower

10· ·Terrebonne Parish, just south of Cocodrie, and

11· ·became an important colony for many colonial

12· ·waterbird species.

13· · · · · · ·The island had eroded in size to

14· ·approximately 26 acres, but the suitable nesting

15· ·habitat on the island was only less than 10

16· ·acres.· If this island wasn't restored and

17· ·protected, it would have likely eroded to open

18· ·water in a short time.

19· · · · · · ·The project restored bird nesting and

20· ·foraging habitat by increasing the acreage of

21· ·the island to approximately 45 acres of shrub

22· ·nesting, ground nesting, and marsh habitat.
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·1· · · · · · ·An existing, degraded perimeter-rock

·2· ·dike was restored, and breakwaters were

·3· ·constructed on the northeast side of the island

·4· ·to provide further protection as well as calm

·5· ·water for loafing birds.· The project was

·6· ·seeded, and vegetative plantings were planned

·7· ·for later this year.

·8· · · · · · ·So what's next for the Louisiana TIG?

·9· ·Given the completion of our joint RP-1 between

10· ·LA -- Louisiana and Open Ocean TIGs for

11· ·Chandeleur Islands, we're turning our attention

12· ·toward construction.· The current schedule has

13· ·us initiating construction late fall of this

14· ·year, pending final environmental clearances.

15· ·It's anticipated that this is a two-plus-year

16· ·construction effort, as we're slated to dredge

17· ·over 12 million cubic yards of material.

18· · · · · · ·The construction timeline also has to

19· ·take into account bird nesting windows, as well

20· ·as anticipated sea turtle nesting.

21· · · · · · ·We talked about the completion of

22· ·RP/EA 8.1.· This draft plan just completed its
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·1· ·public comment period, and once that plan is

·2· ·complete, we'll again turn our attention toward

·3· ·construction of those two projects, the East

·4· ·Orleans Landbridge and Raccoon Island.

·5· · · · · · ·The trustees will continue to move

·6· ·forward implementing our monitoring and adaptive

·7· ·management activities.· New activities this year

·8· ·include development of tools to monitor and

·9· ·predict submerged aquatic vegetation habitat, an

10· ·ecosystem-level fish and shellfish productivity

11· ·assessment for the Chandeleur Islands habitat

12· ·restoration.

13· · · · · · ·And finally, the trustees will

14· ·initiate Restoration Plan and Environmental

15· ·Assessment 9.0.· This will be our most

16· ·comprehensive restoration plan to date, with the

17· ·trustees looking to allocate funds from the

18· ·bird, wetland coastal nearshore habitat,

19· ·nutrient reduction, and marine mammal

20· ·restoration types for multiple projects.· The

21· ·notice of solicitation for this restoration plan

22· ·should go out very shortly, and our schedule has
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·1· ·a loose time frame of October of next year for

·2· ·the release of a draft plan.

·3· · · · · · ·So this is the end of the Louisiana

·4· ·update.· Up next will be the Mississippi

·5· ·restoration area, so I'll turn the presentation

·6· ·over to Mr. Chris Wells, representing the

·7· ·Mississippi trustees.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. WELLS:· Thank you, Maury.

·9· · · · · · ·As Maury said, I'm Chris Wells.· I'm

10· ·the Executive Director of the Mississippi

11· ·Department of Environmental Quality, and I'm

12· ·here to give the annual update for the

13· ·Mississippi TIG.

14· · · · · · ·I want to note on this slide, what you

15· ·see here is an aerial photo of a portion of

16· ·Phase 6 of the Hancock County Marsh Living

17· ·Shoreline project, which was constructed in

18· ·2025, completed in 2025.

19· · · · · · ·This final 1.7-mile-long breakwater

20· ·component was constructed using both Mississippi

21· ·TIG NRDA funding and RESTORE Act funding

22· ·totaling $16.5 million, and I'll talk some more
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·1· ·about Hancock County Marsh Shoreline project in

·2· ·a moment, but I did want to note this slide.

·3· · · · · · ·As far as funding status, of the $295

·4· ·million allocated for NRDA projects in

·5· ·Mississippi, 74 percent of the funding has been

·6· ·allocated.· $217 million in projects is either

·7· ·complete or underway.

·8· · · · · · ·As I mentioned on the first slide, you

·9· ·saw the photo of the final component of the

10· ·Hancock County Marsh Living Shoreline.· This is

11· ·a legacy project, early restoration project,

12· ·which was initially funded through a stipulation

13· ·agreement with BP in 2014.· It provides 7.6

14· ·total miles of shoreline erosion protection,

15· ·created habitat for secondary productivity, and

16· ·created salt marsh habitat to protect the

17· ·Hancock County Coastal Preserve, which is the

18· ·largest contiguous salt marsh in Mississippi.

19· · · · · · ·The project spanned about 10 years

20· ·from initial engineering and design through

21· ·construction of the last breakwater component,

22· ·including six construction phases and a total
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·1· ·budget of $66.5 million.· There were four phases

·2· ·of breakwater construction for, as I said

·3· ·earlier, a total of 7.6 miles to decrease

·4· ·incoming wave energy and to protect the existing

·5· ·marsh complex and provide secondary productivity

·6· ·benefits.

·7· · · · · · ·A 46-acre oyster reef was constructed

·8· ·with limestone clumps, and 46 acres of marsh was

·9· ·constructed from beneficially using dredge

10· ·material from nearby dredging projects.

11· · · · · · ·This area has historically suffered

12· ·shoreline erosion at a rate of 6 to 10 feet per

13· ·year.· Since completion of the existing

14· ·breakwater structures, the project has helped

15· ·slow down and even reverse land loss, and we're

16· ·very proud of that.· Despite 13 tropical storms

17· ·directly impacting the area since completion of

18· ·Phases 1, 2, and 3 in 2018, some areas protected

19· ·by the breakwater have gained an additional one

20· ·and a half to four feet of land.· The most

21· ·recent reef monitoring data indicates that the

22· ·average density of bivalves, which about half of
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·1· ·those are oysters, exceeded project goals.· So

·2· ·we're very proud of the results of this project.

·3· · · · · · ·The Mississippi TIG has also been busy

·4· ·directing our fifth restoration plan, which is

·5· ·scheduled for release later this month, with a

·6· ·public comment period through late July.· The

·7· ·reasonable range of alternatives included in

·8· ·that include projects to address nutrient

·9· ·reduction and to benefit birds.

10· · · · · · ·Speaking of birds, on the right, the

11· ·photo you see here is from our Bird Stewardship

12· ·and Enhanced Monitoring in Mississippi project,

13· ·which includes bird surveys on five barrier

14· ·islands:· Ship, Cat, Horn, West Petit Bois, and

15· ·Petit Bois.· It also includes protection of

16· ·nesting areas and banding and fitting priority

17· ·species with tracking devices.

18· · · · · · ·The latest surveys documented over a

19· ·thousand shorebird and colonial species' nests,

20· ·including Snowy Plover, Wilson's Plover,

21· ·American Oystercatcher, Black Skimmers, Least

22· ·Terns, Gull-billed Terns, Common Terns, Royal
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·1· ·Terns, and Sandwich Terns.· Not sure if there

·2· ·are any other terns, but we got a lot of terns,

·3· ·with a total of 316 documented fledglings.

·4· · · · · · ·We also have four active habitat

·5· ·management projects across our three coastal

·6· ·counties.· The largest one is in Grand Bay,

·7· ·where we work closely with DOI and the

·8· ·Mississippi Department of Marine Resources to

·9· ·enhance, restore, and preserve target habitats

10· ·within the boundaries of the Grand Bay National

11· ·Wildlife Refuge, the Grand Bay NERR, and Grand

12· ·Bay Savannah Coastal Preserve.· Project

13· ·activities include land acquisition for

14· ·preservation and habitat restoration measures,

15· ·including invasive species management,

16· ·mechanical clearing, chemical treatment, and

17· ·prescribed fire.

18· · · · · · ·Since 2018, we've acquired over 1,500

19· ·acres of land, applied prescribed fire to 1,600

20· ·acres, mechanically cleared 475 acres, treated

21· ·439 acres for invasive species, and created or

22· ·maintained 15 miles of fire lanes.



Page 33
·1· · · · · · ·So in terms of what's next for the

·2· ·Mississippi TIG, of course, release of the final

·3· ·Restoration Plan 5, as I referenced, later this

·4· ·month.· And then with respect to the Graveline

·5· ·Bay Land Acquisition and Habitat Management

·6· ·project, which is another of our habitat

·7· ·management projects in Jackson County, it's

·8· ·similar in scope to the Grand Bay with

·9· ·acquisition and habitat management.· 611 acres

10· ·of coastal wildlife habitat have been acquired.

11· ·Development of a habitat management plan,

12· ·cultural resource survey, and species

13· ·consultations are complete, and we will soon

14· ·begin active habitat management activities in

15· ·coordination with DOI and MDMR.

16· · · · · · ·With that, I will end the Mississippi

17· ·TIG update, and I'll pass it to Robin Riechers

18· ·with the state of Texas.

19· · · · · · ·MR. RIECHERS:· Thank you, Chris.

20· · · · · · ·Again, my name is Robin Riechers with

21· ·the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and

22· ·today I'm representing the Texas Trustee
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·1· ·Implementation Group, which includes Texas Parks

·2· ·and Wildlife, the Texas General Land Office, the

·3· ·Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, as

·4· ·well as our other federal trustee agency

·5· ·partners.

·6· · · · · · ·As of April 2026, we've committed

·7· ·approximately $190 million, or 80 percent, of

·8· ·our total settlement allocation of $238 million

·9· ·to projects or planning activities.

10· · · · · · ·Today I'll be highlighting some of the

11· ·accomplishments of the Texas restoration area

12· ·and some of the activities that the TIG has been

13· ·working on.

14· · · · · · ·As of today, we've completed 14

15· ·projects and have 29 projects in progress.

16· ·We've added to our portfolio of rookery islands

17· ·and the amount of coastal lands preserved.· To

18· ·date, we finished construction on seven rookery

19· ·islands and have enhanced our coastal area by

20· ·acquiring and preserving over 6,000 acres of

21· ·coastal lands.

22· · · · · · ·Today I'm going to highlight two of
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·1· ·our bird projects.· First is the Jones Bay

·2· ·Oystercatcher Habitat Restoration project.· This

·3· ·project restored five small islands in Jones

·4· ·Bay, which is located on the west side of

·5· ·Galveston Bay.· Each site involved enhancing

·6· ·emergent spits to create areas of higher

·7· ·elevations and allow for successful nesting of

·8· ·the vulnerable American oystercatcher.

·9· · · · · · ·Rock breakwaters were constructed to

10· ·mitigate the negative effects of wave action,

11· ·and about 1.5 acres of oyster reefs were created

12· ·or enhanced to provide foraging habitat for

13· ·nesting oystercatchers and their young.

14· · · · · · ·Construction of this project was

15· ·completed within the last year, and we've

16· ·already observed nesting on the islands, as you

17· ·can see there.

18· · · · · · ·Next, I'm highlighting the restoration

19· ·of Dressing Point Island, which is located in

20· ·East Matagorda Bay.· Historically, this was a

21· ·highly productive bird nesting island that has

22· ·suffered from severe erosion.· We expanded the
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·1· ·existing island from four to ten acres, added a

·2· ·shelf reef for foraging, and constructed a

·3· ·breakwater to protect the island.

·4· · · · · · ·So what's next?· Looking forward, we

·5· ·are continuing coordination with the U.S. Army

·6· ·Corps of Engineers to beneficially use sediments

·7· ·from their dredging projects to increase

·8· ·elevations and restore coastal marsh as part of

·9· ·seven different projects.· Construction for

10· ·these projects is anticipated to occur over the

11· ·next several years and could start as early as

12· ·this year.

13· · · · · · ·And with that, I want to thank you

14· ·each for the opportunity to present the work of

15· ·the Texas Trustee Implementation Group and for

16· ·you being -- and for being with you today and

17· ·with us today.· And now, I will turn the

18· ·presentation over to Laurie Rounds of the Open

19· ·Ocean Group.

20· · · · · · ·MS. ROUNDS:· Thank you, Robin.

21· · · · · · ·Hello, everyone.· My name is Laurie

22· ·Rounds.· I'm NOAA's representative to the Open
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·1· ·Ocean Trustee Implementation Group, or TIG.

·2· ·Thank you for joining us this afternoon.

·3· · · · · · ·I'll provide the TIG's updates for the

·4· ·Open Ocean Trustees, which include NOAA, the

·5· ·Department of the Interior, U.S. Environmental

·6· ·Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of

·7· ·Agriculture.

·8· · · · · · ·The Open Ocean TIG has received about

·9· ·$839 million in settlement funds from BP.· As of

10· ·May this year, we've committed over $687 million

11· ·to implement a total of 54 planning,

12· ·restoration, and monitoring projects.· This

13· ·represents more than 80 percent of the funds

14· ·we've received.

15· · · · · · ·The trustees will continue to develop

16· ·restoration plans until the full amount

17· ·allocated to the Open Ocean restoration area is

18· ·committed.

19· · · · · · ·Next, I'd like to share a few updates

20· ·for our restoration activities over the past

21· ·year.· Since our last update, the TIG finalized

22· ·two restoration plans, our fourth Open Ocean
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·1· ·restoration plan committing more than $210

·2· ·million to ten projects to restore oceanic fish

·3· ·and sea turtles, and as you heard earlier, a

·4· ·joint restoration plan with the Louisiana TIG to

·5· ·restore the important habitat provided by

·6· ·Chandeleur Islands, and to enhance fish

·7· ·populations of the Chandeleur Sound through

·8· ·engagement and collaborative restoration

·9· ·activities.

10· · · · · · ·We're also seeing great results from

11· ·two projects selected in our first restoration

12· ·plan to restore Black Terns and Common Loons,

13· ·which spend winter in the Gulf and breed in

14· ·interior states.· These projects are working

15· ·with partners to voluntarily conserve important

16· ·habitat, and they've protected more than 6,600

17· ·acres for Black Terns and over seven miles of

18· ·lake shoreline habitat for Common Loons.

19· · · · · · ·Our three Gulf Sturgeon projects are

20· ·also completing their work.· Gulf Sturgeon are

21· ·found in seven river systems across the Gulf

22· ·where they return each spring and summer to
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·1· ·spawn.· Last year, we completed a project called

·2· ·Informing Gulf Sturgeon Population Status and

·3· ·Trends that improved our estimates of sturgeon

·4· ·survival growth and population viability into

·5· ·the future by compiling several million records

·6· ·from 1976 to 2022 representing data on almost

·7· ·22,000 sturgeon.

·8· · · · · · ·The second project to characterize

·9· ·sturgeon habitat completed its work to map 750

10· ·miles of in-stream spawning habitat in the Pearl

11· ·and Pascagoula Rivers.· A synthesis of spawning

12· ·habitat maps and juvenile sturgeon data, which

13· ·was collected by the third project, is being

14· ·completed this year.· Together these results

15· ·will help inform the TIG's Gulf sturgeon

16· ·restoration planning.

17· · · · · · ·And after making significant progress

18· ·to develop restoration techniques, our

19· ·Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Communities

20· ·restoration projects are ramping up coral

21· ·outplanting efforts.· We're returning deep-sea

22· ·coral colonies that were collected from the Gulf
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·1· ·and successfully grown in coral propagation labs

·2· ·to help restore these injured seafloor

·3· ·communities.

·4· · · · · · ·This year we put back 64 corals of a

·5· ·species called Swiftia exserta, also known as

·6· ·orange sea fans.· While they were in our labs,

·7· ·we learned a wealth of information about these

·8· ·habitat-building corals.· We're continuing our

·9· ·field efforts to restore coral communities using

10· ·a range of artificial substrate types including

11· ·pillars, pyramids, pedestals, and piles,

12· ·learning at each step in the process to identify

13· ·the most effective way to restore these

14· ·important seafloor communities.

15· · · · · · ·This year, we'd like to feature two of

16· ·our seabird restoration projects.· Open Ocean

17· ·Restoration Plan 3 dedicated $33 million to

18· ·seven projects to restore seabirds impacted by

19· ·the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, such as Common

20· ·Terns, Northern Gannets, Great Shearwaters, and

21· ·Audubon's Shearwaters.· Because many of these

22· ·birds spend much of their lives outside the
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·1· ·Gulf, our efforts target improving nesting

·2· ·habitat and boosting breeding success at

·3· ·priority colony sites.

·4· · · · · · ·Today, we'd like to highlight field

·5· ·work conducted in 2025 for two projects.· The

·6· ·first project is restoring Northern Gannet

·7· ·colonies at Cape St. Mary's in Newfoundland, one

·8· ·of just six North American breeding colonies for

·9· ·the species.

10· · · · · · ·In 2025, project teams placed 250

11· ·gannet decoys across four sites to encourage

12· ·nesting, and the decoys are showing some early

13· ·success.· Field teams have already observed live

14· ·gannets scouting the restoration areas and

15· ·interacting with the decoys.· The project also

16· ·includes debris removal, predator management,

17· ·minimizing disturbance, GPS tracking, and

18· ·long-term monitoring to support colony recovery.

19· · · · · · ·Our second highlighted seabird project

20· ·is located at Dry Tortugas National Park, which

21· ·provides remote island nesting habitat for

22· ·several injured seabird species.· This project
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·1· ·seeks to improve and protect seabird nesting

·2· ·areas through habitat management, invasive

·3· ·species control, and seabird monitoring.

·4· ·Project partners include the National Park

·5· ·Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the

·6· ·Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

·7· ·Commission.

·8· · · · · · ·In 2025, the project team established

·9· ·a seabird monitoring protocol and began

10· ·collecting baseline nesting and vegetation

11· ·survey data at seabird colonies.· The project

12· ·team has also been investigating the use of

13· ·drones as a tool to collect nesting and habitat

14· ·data as this restoration project continues.

15· · · · · · ·So the TIG is also implementing

16· ·several other projects to restore Open Ocean

17· ·resources.· Coming up next this year, the

18· ·trustees extended the work of two important

19· ·restoration projects.· In March, we approved a

20· ·five-year extension and budget increase of $12.5

21· ·million for the Mesophotic and Deep Benthic

22· ·Communities Habitat Assessment and Evaluation
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·1· ·project.· With this extension, the project will

·2· ·continue data collection to assess seafloor

·3· ·habitats, monitor baseline conditions, and

·4· ·evaluate restoration and protection activities.

·5· ·The trustees are reviewing similar extensions

·6· ·for each of the other three projects to restore

·7· ·these deep-sea coral communities.

·8· · · · · · ·We also approved an extension and an

·9· ·additional $4.8 million for our project to

10· ·reduce impacts of anthropogenic noise on

11· ·cetaceans.· This project has made significant

12· ·progress in understanding noise in the Gulf and

13· ·building restoration partnerships.· With this

14· ·extension, it will expand work with industry

15· ·partners over the next four years to voluntarily

16· ·reduce human-caused noise in the Gulf that

17· ·affects whales and dolphins.

18· · · · · · ·In addition to our restoration work,

19· ·the TIG is developing five new monitoring and

20· ·adaptive management activities.· The first

21· ·activity will develop an ecosystem model to

22· ·evaluate progress towards our ecosystem
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·1· ·restoration goals, with an initial focus on

·2· ·oceanic fish and invertebrates.

·3· · · · · · ·The second activity will identify food

·4· ·web or trophic connections between restored

·5· ·coastal and open ocean ecosystems.

·6· · · · · · ·And we will also collect data to

·7· ·understand the movement of fish, sturgeon, and

·8· ·sea turtles among restored habitats in a third

·9· ·activity that's being developed.

10· · · · · · ·The fourth activity will assess the

11· ·abundance of adult sea turtles through genetic

12· ·mark-recapture studies, and assess conditions at

13· ·nests to determine hatchling sex ratio and

14· ·survival.

15· · · · · · ·And last, the fifth activity will

16· ·inform our efforts to reduce the impacts of

17· ·noise on whales and dolphins by continuing

18· ·acoustic monitoring across the Gulf, which

19· ·provides important data on their distribution

20· ·and the levels and patterns of anthropogenic

21· ·noise that affects them.

22· · · · · · ·In addition to the annual progress
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·1· ·reports released earlier this month, we have two

·2· ·upcoming public webinars where you can hear more

·3· ·details about our projects.· The annual webinar

·4· ·for the Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Communities

·5· ·restoration projects will be on July 14th.

·6· ·Registration is open on the trustee's webpage,

·7· ·and we will also hold our annual Open Ocean TIG

·8· ·webinar this fall.· Please check back on the

·9· ·Open Ocean TIG's webpage later this year for

10· ·more information on that meeting.

11· · · · · · ·So that's it for the Open Ocean TIG's

12· ·update.· Thank you very much for your attention,

13· ·and next, Tim Landers will provide an update for

14· ·the Regionwide TIG.

15· · · · · · ·MR. LANDERS:· Great.· Thank you so

16· ·much, Laurie.

17· · · · · · ·As Laurie mentioned, I'm Tim Landers

18· ·with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

19· ·and I'm currently serving as the chair of the

20· ·Regionwide Trustee Implementation Group, with

21· ·Valerie Alley from the Mississippi Department of

22· ·Environmental Quality serving as the vice chair.
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·1· ·Pleased to be here today to share with you what

·2· ·the Regionwide TIG has been doing over the last

·3· ·year.

·4· · · · · · ·The Regionwide TIG funding update

·5· ·highlights that $162 million has been committed

·6· ·to restoration planning, project implementation,

·7· ·monitoring and adaptive management, and

·8· ·administrative oversight activities out of the

·9· ·$241 million received to date from BP.

10· · · · · · ·The total funding allocation for the

11· ·Regionwide TIG is $350 million over 15 years,

12· ·and the program restoration program is currently

13· ·in year ten.

14· · · · · · ·The TIG is currently implementing 15

15· ·projects and activities, which includes 13

16· ·restoration projects and two planning

17· ·activities.

18· · · · · · ·Over the past year, the Regionwide

19· ·Trustees continued implementing the 11 projects

20· ·selected in our first restoration plan, as well

21· ·as two early restoration projects.

22· · · · · · ·A few highlights follow.· In 2025,
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·1· ·trustees began on-the-ground implementation of

·2· ·the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and

·3· ·Sea Turtles project.· This project is a

·4· ·collaborative effort among all five Gulf Coast

·5· ·states, EPA, NOAA, and DOI.· Activities included

·6· ·removing marine debris from identified hot spots

·7· ·across the Gulf, installing fishing gear

·8· ·recycling receptacles, and conducting outreach.

·9· · · · · · ·Cleanup activities in 2025 enhanced

10· ·approximately 88 linear miles and 1,470 acres of

11· ·bird and sea turtle habitat, including soft

12· ·bottom, hard bottom, rookery island, and beach

13· ·habitats.· In total, trustees have removed over

14· ·103,000 pounds -- that's more than 50 tons -- of

15· ·land and ocean-based debris as part of this

16· ·project.

17· · · · · · ·Secondly, the trustees also continue

18· ·to make good progress on the Bird Nesting and

19· ·Foraging Area Stewardship project.· The project

20· ·aims to conserve and enhance nesting and

21· ·foraging habitat for shorebirds.

22· · · · · · ·Activities involve stewarding and
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·1· ·monitoring beach and bay shorebirds to reduce

·2· ·disturbance and predation and increase nesting

·3· ·success and survival.

·4· · · · · · ·In 2025, bird surveys were conducted

·5· ·along all coastal beaches of Alabama to document

·6· ·nesting pairs and fledglings.· During the

·7· ·breeding season, symbolic fencing was used to

·8· ·help protect over 120 acres of beach and island

·9· ·habitat at Snowy Plover, Least Tern, Black

10· ·Skimmer, and Gull-billed Tern nesting sites.

11· · · · · · ·Florida expanded its project component

12· ·from two sites in 2024 to 22 sites.· Stewardship

13· ·and monitoring activities documented nearly

14· ·1,500 Least Tern nests, 276 Snowy Plover nests,

15· ·115 Wilson's Plover nests, 132 American

16· ·Oystercatcher nests, and 90 Black Skimmer nests.

17· · · · · · ·In Mississippi, breeding bird surveys

18· ·were conducted across 24 mainland beach colonies

19· ·and on Deer, Round, and Cat Islands documenting

20· ·and protecting 1,127 shorebird nests.

21· · · · · · ·Lastly, the Restore and Enhance Sea

22· ·Turtle Nest Productivity project will develop
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·1· ·and implement restoration actions to improve

·2· ·hatchling production for Loggerhead, Kemp's

·3· ·Ridley, and Green sea turtles on nesting

·4· ·beaches.· In 2025, trustees began conducting

·5· ·surveys of nests, crawls, and hatchlings while

·6· ·continuing to evaluate potential threats on

·7· ·high-density nesting beaches.

·8· · · · · · ·Sea turtle nest patrols in coastal

·9· ·Alabama recorded 96 nests with an estimated

10· ·6,336 hatchlings.· 2025 was also the first year

11· ·monitoring the Mississippi barrier islands for

12· ·sea turtle nests, eggs, and hatchlings.· Nine

13· ·nests and an estimated 745 live hatchlings were

14· ·documented.· Implementation of these and other

15· ·Regionwide TIG restoration projects will

16· ·continue in 2026 and beyond.

17· · · · · · ·Now for our featured project, this

18· ·year we're featuring the Regionwide TIG

19· ·Restoring the Night Sky early restoration

20· ·project.· Since its selection in the Phase 2

21· ·early restoration plan, trustees retrofitted

22· ·lighting to reduce the amount of light reaching
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·1· ·sea turtle nesting beaches at key locations in

·2· ·Florida and Alabama.· This has included

·3· ·upgrading street lights, parking lot lights,

·4· ·pavilion lighting, and lights at other coastal

·5· ·facilities.

·6· · · · · · ·Activities have occurred across an

·7· ·eight-county area extending from Baldwin County,

·8· ·Alabama, to Franklin County, Florida.

·9· · · · · · ·Over the life of the project, trustees

10· ·replaced or retrofitted more than 3,000 lights

11· ·to help reduce disturbance to sea turtle nesting

12· ·habitat.

13· · · · · · ·Most recently in 2025, an additional

14· ·132 lights were retrofitted near sea turtle

15· ·nesting beaches at Gulf State Park, Alabama, as

16· ·seen in the photos of the pavilion and boardwalk

17· ·there on this slide.

18· · · · · · ·Following this latest retrofit, the

19· ·Regionwide TIG will likely begin the process of

20· ·closing out the Restoring the Night Sky project

21· ·after more than a decade of work to reduce the

22· ·effects of lighting on nesting sea turtles.
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·1· · · · · · ·In terms of next steps, looking ahead,

·2· ·we anticipate continuing implementation of the

·3· ·11 projects approved in Regionwide TIG

·4· ·Restoration Plan 1, as well as our early

·5· ·restoration projects.· We will also continue

·6· ·planning for current and future Regionwide TIG

·7· ·priorities.

·8· · · · · · ·Thank you for your time and attention,

·9· ·and at this point, I'll hand the floor back to

10· ·Perry.

11· · · · · · ·MR. FRANKLIN:· Thank you, Tim, and

12· ·thank you to all of today's speakers.· That was

13· ·a tremendous amount of useful information, and

14· ·I'd like to remind you that today's PowerPoint

15· ·presentation and today's transcript all will be

16· ·posted on the Trustee Council's website, which

17· ·is gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.· Thank you to

18· ·all of today's speakers.

19· · · · · · ·So now, let's see if there are any

20· ·public comments.· I'd like to remind each of you

21· ·that when you registered for today's webinar,

22· ·you did have an opportunity to register to give
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·1· ·public comment.· At this time, I'd also like to

·2· ·remind you that the Trustee Council

·3· ·representatives shown on the slide are here on

·4· ·the webinar and are here to listen to your

·5· ·comments, just as in previous Trustee Council

·6· ·meetings.

·7· · · · · · ·You may also want to comment on the

·8· ·work of the Regionwide Trustee Implementation

·9· ·Group, because this meeting is also serving as a

10· ·Regionwide TIG's annual meeting.· All state and

11· ·federal trustees are members of the Regionwide

12· ·TIG.

13· · · · · · ·So, if anyone would like to make

14· ·public comment and did not pre-register, that's

15· ·fine.· Simply use the questions box in the lower

16· ·right-hand corner of the webinar's interface and

17· ·type your name in.· We will pause at this time

18· ·to give individuals an opportunity to type their

19· ·name in, and I will call you forward to make

20· ·your public comment in the order that the names

21· ·appear.

22· · · · · · ·So if you are interested in making
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·1· ·public comment, simply use the questions box

·2· ·located on the right-hand side of the webinar

·3· ·interface and type your name in, and then I will

·4· ·call your name, and you will have three minutes

·5· ·to provide public comment.

·6· · · · · · ·At this time, I would like to call

·7· ·forward Kara Fox to make public comment.· And,

·8· ·Ms.· Fox, if you're representing an

·9· ·organization, please state your name for the

10· ·record, and if you are representing an

11· ·organization, please state the name of the

12· ·organization you represent.· You have three

13· ·minutes to make your public comment.

14· · · · · · ·MS. FOX:· Hi.· Thanks so much, Perry.

15· · · · · · ·My name is Kara Fox, and I'm the

16· ·director of coastal conservation for the

17· ·National Audubon Society based in Fairhope,

18· ·Alabama.· Thanks so much for the opportunity to

19· ·provide comments, and thank you to the trustees

20· ·for the overview of progress to date.

21· · · · · · ·Each time I see the annual meeting

22· ·presentation, I'm amazed at how much has been
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·1· ·accomplished, not only in a year, but since the

·2· ·settlement.· 385 projects this year is just a

·3· ·huge accomplishment.· So I'd like to thank the

·4· ·trustees for their tireless efforts to continue

·5· ·to restore the Gulf.

·6· · · · · · ·While many amazing projects have been

·7· ·funded, there are a few that stand out for

·8· ·Audubon.· Projects like Chandeleur Island, Round

·9· ·Island, Jones Bay Oystercatcher Habitat, and the

10· ·Lower Perdido Islands restoration are creating

11· ·and restoring critical habitat for many bird

12· ·species.

13· · · · · · ·Also, the Coastal Bird Stewardship

14· ·projects in Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, and

15· ·Florida are ensuring our beach-nesting birds

16· ·have the space and safety they need to breed and

17· ·forage successfully, allowing them to grow their

18· ·populations across the Gulf.

19· · · · · · ·We were also pleased to see funding

20· ·for the Northern Gannet Recovery at Cape St.

21· ·Mary's through the Open Ocean TIG.· I love that

22· ·picture of the Gannets in the car.· That was
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·1· ·awesome.

·2· · · · · · ·It's hard to believe it's been 16

·3· ·years since the spill.· The progress we've made

·4· ·to date would not have been possible without the

·5· ·dedication of the federal and state trustees,

·6· ·scientists, conservation organizations, local

·7· ·communities, and countless partners working

·8· ·together toward this shared vision for restoring

·9· ·the Gulf.

10· · · · · · ·So, once again, thank you for your

11· ·dedication to the Gulf and the wildlife that

12· ·depend on it, and Audubon looks forward to more

13· ·projects and partnerships as we move forward to

14· ·recovery of the Gulf.

15· · · · · · ·Thank you.

16· · · · · · ·MR. FRANKLIN:· Thank you, Ms. Fox, and

17· ·thank you for your comment.

18· · · · · · ·At this time, we still would like to

19· ·invite others to put their name into the

20· ·questions box, and we'll call you forward.

21· · · · · · ·Next individual to give public comment

22· ·is Sally Shushan.· And, Ms. Shushan, if I'm
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·1· ·stating your last name incorrectly, please

·2· ·forgive me.· But if you're representing an

·3· ·organization, please state the name of the

·4· ·organization for the record.· You have three

·5· ·minutes.

·6· · · · · · ·Sally, if you can hear my voice, if

·7· ·you are speaking, please unmute yourself.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. SHUSHAN:· I'm unmuted.· Thank you,

·9· ·Perry.

10· · · · · · ·Your staff responded to me that you

11· ·all were not prepared to answer questions today.

12· ·So that if this is inappropriate, please say so,

13· ·and I will not pursue it.

14· · · · · · ·But I would like to understand the

15· ·trustees' role in approving a state's changes to

16· ·projects that have been submitted and approved

17· ·by the trustees, but later withdrawn.

18· · · · · · ·Specifically, I'm referring to the

19· ·Mid-Barataria Diversion project, which was part

20· ·of Louisiana's master plan and designed and

21· ·approved by highly qualified scientists and then

22· ·approved by the trustees.
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·1· · · · · · ·With a new governor taking office, the

·2· ·project has been canceled.· Do the trustees have

·3· ·the power to deny the change and have the

·4· ·diversion project proceed as long vetted and

·5· ·approved?

·6· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. FRANKLIN:· Thank you so very much

·8· ·for that comment.

·9· · · · · · ·As in previous Trustee Council public

10· ·meetings, the Trustee Council representatives

11· ·shown on that previous slide are listening only,

12· ·but your comment will be a part of the public

13· ·record, and they will take that into

14· ·consideration.· Thank you very much.

15· · · · · · ·MS. SHUSHAN:· I appreciate it.· Thank

16· ·you.

17· · · · · · ·MR. FRANKLIN:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · ·Are there others who would like to

19· ·make public comment at this time?· If there are,

20· ·simply use the questions box on the webinar

21· ·interface, little right-hand corner, type in

22· ·your name and we will call you forward.
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·1· · · · · · ·And, again, while we're giving

·2· ·individuals a moment to either type or consider

·3· ·making public comment, just want to remind you

·4· ·that the PowerPoint presentation that was used

·5· ·today will be posted in the near future on the

·6· ·Trustee Council's website, which is

·7· ·gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov.

·8· · · · · · ·Are there any others who would like to

·9· ·make public comment?

10· · · · · · ·Well, we do appreciate your

11· ·participation in today's webinar.· And to close

12· ·us out, I'll turn it over to Mr. Riechers.

13· · · · · · ·MR. RIECHERS:· Thanks again, Perry.

14· · · · · · ·As trustees, you can see we are

15· ·committed to restoring the natural resources of

16· ·the Gulf of America for years to come, and we'll

17· ·continue to keep you updated as we strive to

18· ·maintain our rapid rate of progress.

19· · · · · · ·Thank you all for attending this

20· ·annual meeting.· We hope you found the meeting

21· ·informative.

22· · · · · · ·Finally, I'd like to remind folks that
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·1· ·if you haven't already, a good way to keep up

·2· ·with all of the Trustee Council and trustee

·3· ·group activities is to sign up for our emails.

·4· ·If you go to gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov and

·5· ·find the teal box with the envelope icon that

·6· ·says, get the latest news updates from the

·7· ·Deepwater Horizon trustees, that'll get you

·8· ·signed up for those updates.

·9· · · · · · ·Again, thank you each, all -- thank

10· ·you all again, and have a good rest of your day.

11· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, at 2:06 p.m., the

12· ·proceedings concluded.)
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