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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, FRANKLIN: Good afternoon. My
name is Perry Franklin, and | wll serve as your
facilitator for today's Deepwater Horizon
Nat ural Resource Damage Assessnent Trustee
Council's 11th annual neeting. This neeting
al so serves as the annual neeting of the
Regi onwi de Trustee | npl enentation G oup.

The trustees and their representatives
will present a |lot of useful information today,
and then you'll have an opportunity to give your
f eedback.

Whet her you are listening via
t el ephone or your conputer's audio, please know
that we have all incomng audio nuted at this
time. |If you are experiencing technical
difficulties and would |like to receive
assi stance, please use the questions box | ocated
on the right-hand side of the webinar interface,
and we wll try to help you.

W have a court reporter who w |
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transcribe the entire neeting, including your
comments. The Power Poi nt presentation that
you'll see today and the transcript will be
posted on the Trustee Council website in the
very near future.

We are al so providing an Anerican Sign
Language interpreter via live video.

The trustees would also |ike the
public to know that there are fact sheets on the
Trustee Council's website, which is
www. gul fspillrestoration. noaa. gov. Again, that
i nformati on can be found on the Trustee
Council's website, which is
gul fspillrestoration. noaa. gov.

When you registered for today's
webi nar, you received an email from webinars at
dwhti g.org, confirm ng your registration. That
emai |l contains helpful information to control
your audi o.

Additionally, you were asked if you
would I'i ke to make public comment. After

today's presentation, there will be an

Page 4

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Deepwater Horizon Meeting

opportunity for you to nmake public comment. If
you didn't nmake a request, it's not too late, as
we will give additional information on howto
make public comment follow ng the presentations.

So, at this tinme, let's get started
with today's neeting. |1'd like to introduce you
to Robin Riechers, Texas Parks and Wldlife
Departnment Director of Coastal Fisheries and
current Chair of the Trustee Council.

Robi n?

M5. RIECHERS: Thank you, Perry.

Good afternoon, and wel cone everyone
to this annual neeting of the Deepwater Horizon
Trustee Council. Thank you for your interest
and attendance.

Since the settlenment with BP in 2016,
the trustees have held a neeting every year to
bring you up to speed on our work. This is our
11t h annual public neeting, as Perry said.

In today's presentation, |I'll present
a few slides that give you an update on what the

Trust ee Council has been doing since our | ast
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Page 6
neeting. Then you'll hear an update from each

of the Trustee Inplenentation Goups. After
that, we want to hear fromyou, and Perry wll
facilitate the public comrent portion of the
agenda.

Now I will introduce the Trustee
Council representatives. W have a nenber
representing each of the five ulf states and a
menber who represents each of the four federal
agenci es involved. Many of these nanes may be
famliar to you, since quite a few of them were
also with us | ast year.

Chris Bl ankenship is our Trustee
Council representative for Al abama. Sarah
Ketron represents Florida, and Gordon Dove
represents Louisiana. Chris Wells represents
M ssissippi. As indicated, | represent Texas.

And Mary Josi e Blanchard represents
the U S. Departnent of the Interior. Benita
Best-Wong represents the U. S. Environnental
Protection Agency. Carrie Robinson represents

t he National COceanic and At nospheric
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Adm ni stration, and Doris Washi ngton represents
the U S. Departnent of Agriculture.

Just as a quick review of our
responsibilities, the trustees cane together
I medi ately after the oil spill. W' ve been
wor ki ng together to restore the natural
resources that were damaged. Because the spill
was an ecosystemlevel injury, we take an
ecosystem approach to restoration. W are
working to restore wetlands, fish, birds, and
ot her resources that were injured by the spill.
We al so focus on restoring recreation
opportunities and access to outdoor recreation.

In 2016, the gl obal settl enent
determ ned how funds woul d be al |l ocated across

areas inpacted by the spill and those natural

resources. These allocations were made based on

a conprehensive and programrati c restoration
pl an devel oped by the trustees. That plan

I ndi cat ed which resources were injured and
needed to be restored. You can see a chart of

these allocations in the Trustee Council fact
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sheet that is available to downl oad fromthe
webi nar interface or online at
gul fspillrestoration. noaa. gov.

The Deepwat er Horizon Trustee Council,
or TCas we will call it, was created foll ow ng
the settlenment in 2016 and is conposed of the
representatives | introduced earlier. An
I nportant part of what the TC does is to ensure
there's coordination for restoration activities
across each restoration area.

The Trustee | nplenentation G oups, or
TIGs as they are often referred to, are shown on
the bottomof this slide. Each TIG has its own
set of resources. They are charged with
restoring and a corresponding all ocati on of
nmoney fromthe settl enent agreenent.

The Trustee Council provides
coordi nati on and ensures transparency, fiscal
accountability, and consistency with the
programmati c plan and across the inplenentation
groups. The Trustee Council also directs the

Cross-TI G Monitoring and Adaptive Managenent
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wor k group which helps fine-tune the restoration
program over tine.

The Trustee Council is commtted to
proactively comuni cating or reporting about our
work to the public. W're continuing to
comruni cat e progress through our annual
reporting. This year, we produced nore than 380
project reports in our annual financial summary,
all of which can be found on the Gulf Spill
Restorati on website.

You've seen a tineline of events at
every one of our neetings. W all know the
spill occurred in 2010, and early restoration
wor k took place until the settlenent in 2016.
Overall, the 2016 gl obal settlenent was $20. 8
billion. O that, up to $8.8 billion was
all ocated to the work we do which is known as
Nat ural Resource Damage Assessnent Restoration.
This is a legal term but essentially, it neans
the process of eval uating damage to natural
resources fromoil spills or toxic waste

rel eases with the goal of restoring it. That's
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) Page 10
a nouthful. So we often refer to this process

sinply as N-R-D-A or NRDA

But rather than spending tinme |ooking
back, let's look forward after the settl enent.
As you can see on this tineline, we are
two-thirds of the way through the 15-year
paynent period by BP of restoration funds.

Qur restoration work won't stop when
we receive the |last paynent fromBP. W wl|
continue to plan for and inpl ement new projects
and ensure our work is successful through
nmoni toring and adaptation. Restoration of this
scale takes tinme. As we result, the trustees
wi Il continue this work beyond 2031.

The Trustee | nplenentation G oup, or
TI Gs, continue to inplenent approved projects as
well as finalize new restoration work from 2025
t hrough today. The TIGs finalize three
restoration plans. To date, the trustees have
approved nore than 385 projects and pl anni ng
activities for a total of $4.28 billion. More

details on these can be found on our Qulf Spill
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. . Page 11
Restorati on website.

This spring, the trustees received and
I nvested accrued interest to date of nore than
$394 mllion, which is designated for the
Unknown Conditions TIG

We have put together a brief video
sharing sone of the great restoration work going
on around the @Gulf. Let's have a | ook at that
Now.

(Video played.)

MR. RIECHERS.: So now we wi |l hear
sone updates fromthe Trustee | nplenentation
G oups on what they are doing wthin their
restoration areas.

Across the Gulf, there are sone common
thenmes. As we plan for future restoration, we
are coll aborating with a variety of partners and
continuing to solicit restoration project ideals
fromthe public.

General |y speaking, the Trustee
| npl ementati on G- oups have focused on a variety

of activities, including restoring the Gulf's
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. Page 12
coastal and deep-sea habitats and access to

t hose habitats.

They are al so | ooking at inproving
wat er quality while addressing |living coastal
mari ne resources, which includes birds, oysters,
fish, sea turtles, and mari ne mamal s.

Per haps nost inportantly for many of
us, you'll hear that restoration projects are
continuing to nove forward both on the ground
and in the water.

So today, to begin, Chris Blankenship
wi || share sone updates fromthe Al abama
Restoration TIG

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Thank you, Robin.

Thank you all for taking the tinme to
attend this webinar to | earn about the Trustee
Council's activities over the past year.

On the followng slides, | wll
provide you with a brief update on the Al abama
TIG s progress over the last year. | would al so
like to recognize the work of Al abama Deepwat er

Hori zon coordi nator Any Hunter and bi ol ogi st
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Jainme MIller and Jane Cal anusa, who managed this
good work throughout the year for the state of
Al abana.

As of April, the Al abama TI G has
conmitted nore than $200 million of our total
$295 mllion for restoration allocation from BP,
W' ve approved 43 restoration projects to date.

The Al abama TI G has been busy this
past year working on conpleting construction on
sone projects and begi nning construction on
others. W' ve conpleted construction of the
Coastal Al abama Sea Turtle Triage facility,
which is the first of its kind in Al abama. W
al so conpl eted a new 900-foot el evated boardwal k
at Bayfront Park, which provides a continuous
hal f-m | e, ADA-accessible wal king | oop around
the park with views of alligators, birds,
wet | and fauna, and much nore.

W' re also excited to have begun
construction on the recreational use anenities
at Laguna Cove on approxi mately 53 acres we

purchased as part of this project. The
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anmenities wll include parking, a boardwal k, a
kayak | aunch, ADA-accessible restroons, and sea
turtle-friendly lighting. W anticipate that
this project will be conpleted this fall.

Qur project highlight for this year's
annual neeting is the Weeks Bay Nutrient
Reduction project. This is a project that we
have i npl enented wth our federal partners. The
Weeks Bay Nutrient Reduction project ains to
I nclude water quality by reducing sedi nent and
nutrient -- phosphorus and nitrogen -- | oads
t hr oughout the devel opnent and i npl enmentati on of
conservation plans on agricul tural |ands.

Twenty-nine private | andowners
I npl enent ed Best Managenent Practices, or BMPs,
on approximately 17,500 acres in Bal dw n County,
Al abama. This includes the Lower Fish River,

M ddl e Fish River, Upper Fish River, and
Magnolia River, 12 watersheds. The two prinmary
BMPs i npl enent ed i nclude over 19,000 acres of
cover crop and nearly 8,000 acres of nutrient

managenent .
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The project has invested over $1.68

mllion in 22 applied BMPs. By inplenenting

t hese BMPs, agricultural producers were able to
boost their plant productivity while

si mul t aneously reducing nutrient runoff,

i nproving water flow, and enhancing overall soil
heal t h.

Nut ri ent managenent focuses on
applying the right nutrient source at the right
rate, at the right tinme, and in the right place.
This strategy not only inproves nutrient use
efficiency, but it also plays a crucial role in
reducing nutrient | osses to surface water,
groundwat er, and even to the atnosphere.

So what's next? The Al abama TIG w ||
be continuing the inplenentation and nonitoring
of all the projects during this next year. This
photo shows a snmall section of the |and
purchased as part of the Laguna Cove project,
which will be maintai ned as preserved wetl ands.

We' Il be hosting our annual TIG

neeting for Al abama in January of 2027 and are

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Deepwater Horizon Meeting

excited to provide additional updates to the
public at that tinme. Please check our website
where you can sign up for email updates to
receive forthcomng informati on about this
neeting. The web address can be found in the
chat, or you can scan the QR code on the screen.

Thank you again for your tinme. | wll
pass things over to ny friend Sarah who w ||
share an update on restoration activities in
Fl ori da.

M5. KETRON: Thank you, Chris.

Good afternoon. |'m Sarah Ketron with
the Florida Departnent of Environnental
Protection, and | currently serve as chair of
the Florida Trustee Inplenentation Goup. [|I'm
pl eased to be here today to share what the
Florida TI G has acconplished over the past year.

The Florida TIG s fundi ng update
reflects a current conm tnent of nearly $382
mllion for restoration planning, project
I npl ementati on, nonitoring and adaptive

managenent, and adm ni strative oversight out of

Page 16

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Deepwater Horizon Meeting

. . . Page 17
the $497 mllion received to date from BP.

As a rem nder, the total allocation to
the Florida TIGis approximately $680 million
with the final annual paynent of $36.5 mllion
schedul ed for 2031. Additional details are
avail able in the funding chart on the Florida
Restoration Area website.

Since the |ast Trustee Council
neeting, the Florida TIG has remi ned active
across a range of efforts. A brief overview
I ncl udes the foll ow ng.

We are currently inplenenting 60
projects. To date, 22 projects have been
conpl eted, including 14 recreational use
projects, four habitat restoration projects,
three water quality projects, and one bird
project. Additional information is available in
DI VER.

W would like to highlight the Lower
Suwannee River Nutrient Reduction Initiative.
This project engaged 13 private | andowners to

I npl emrent best nanagenent practices, or BMPs,
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across approximately 3,200 acres in Levy and

G lchrist Counties within the More Creek and
Sandy Hol | ow wat er sheds.

The primary BMPs included nutrient
managenent, approximately 2,700 acres;
irrigation water managenent approxi mately 2,000
acres; and sprinkler systens, over 2,000 acres.

These practices apply the right
nutrient source at the right rate, tine, and
pl ace, inproving nutrient use efficiency and
reducing | osses to surface water, groundwater,
and the atnosphere. To date, the project has
invested nore than $1.62 mllion to inplenent 79
BMPs.

In April, we invited the public to
submt project ideas to inform devel opnent of
our fourth post-settlenent restoration plan,
which will address water quality, nutrient
reduction, sea turtles, and birds restoration
types.

Lastly, in January 2026, we rel eased

the pre-recorded 2025 Florida TI G Annual Update
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. . Page 19
on the Gulf Spill Restoration YouTube channel .

Qur featured project is the Florida
Fish and WIldlife Conmm ssion Scall op Enhancenent
project, conpleted in 2025. This long-term
effort focused on three key |ocations in the
Fl ori da Panhandl e: St. Joseph Bay, St. Andrew
Bay, and St. George Sound.

This was a nultifaceted restoration
effort. FWC conducted recruitnent sanpling and
grew scallops from both hatchery and w | d
sources, including raising juveniles through
hat chery and university partnerships. Scall ops
were then released into targeted areas supported
by restoration cages and a vol unt eer-based
scal l op-sitter program Throughout the project,
FWC al so conducted annual popul ati on surveys and
nonitored recreational harvest.

The graphic on this slide shows
scal l op density from 2016 to 2025. Over this
peri od, FWC observed roughly a 20-fold increase
i n average scallop density across the three

sites. The strongest gains occurred in St.
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Joseph Bay, which largely drove the overall
I ncrease. St. Andrew Bay showed steady
I nprovenent, while St. CGeorge Sound renai ned

| oner overall but still exhibited variability.

across all locations and shows an upward trend
despite year-to-year fluctuations.

It's inportant to note that scall op
popul ations are naturally cyclical with high
density years, often followed by | ower ones.
Even with this variability, the long-termtrend
reflects neani ngful progress toward restoring
scal | op popul ati ons and enhanci ng recreational
fishing opportunities.

So what's next for the Florida TlG?
W will continue inplenenting and nonitoring
ongoi ng projects fromearly restoration and
Restoration Plans 1, 2, and 3, as well as
pl anni ng and nonitoring adapti ve managenent
projects. W wll continue screening project
I deas and begin restoration planning for our

fourth restoration plan. In addition, we wll

The dashed |ine represents the average
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continue to assess progress and adj ust

restoration planning efforts as needed.

public of the Florida TIG s 2026 activities

| ater in the year.
the presentation over to Maury Chatellier,
representing the Louisiana TIG

MR, CHATELLI ER: Thank you, Sarah,

good afternoon, everyone.

wth the Loui si ana Coastal Protection and

Restoration Authority, representing the

update for the Louisiana restoration area.

Trust ees have approved or commtted $2. 42

resol utions through May of this year.

We've received a little over $3

Finally, we will provide a webinar to informthe

At this point, | would Iike to hand

As Sarah said, |'m Maury Chatellier

Loui siana Trustees, and |'m here to present the

As ot hers have done, we'l|l start with

our financial update. To date, the Louisiana

billion for projects and restoration efforts.

This anobunt includes all dollars all ocated via
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billion to date, and once the TIG receives its
full funding after 15 years and ending in 2031,
that allocation will be $5 billion.

|"d like to note that the comm t nent
nunber on this slide is |less than |ast year's
due to the cancellation of the Md-Barataria
Sedi nent Diversion. Via resolution, the
Loui si ana Trustees reduced project funding,
freeing up previously obligated project funds
for future restoration planning activities.

So what have we been up to? W'l]|
start with our Lake Borgne Marsh and Ri dge
Restoration project, an over four-year
construction effort that wapped up at the end
of 2025. It ultimately created over 2,700 acres
of marsh, utilizing approximately 13 mllion
cubi ¢ yards of sedi nent dredged from Lake
Bor gne.

In addition to the original project,
we were able to change-order in an additional
marsh creation cell for the adjacent Bayou La

Loutre project, which was anot her NRDA proj ect
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approved by the Trustees. So we finally put a

bow on our | argest single marsh creation project
that we've constructed to date.

In March, the Louisiana Trustees held
their annual neeting. This was part of a |arger
Deepwat er Horizon update that was held in
conjunction with Louisiana' s Coastal Day at the
| egi sl ature event. The Trustees were joi ned by
staff fromthe RESTORE Council and the Nati onal
Fish and WIldlife Foundation. The event was
wel | attended and offered the opportunity for
the public to interact with the trustees.

The Trustees also initiated
Restoration Plan/Environnental Assessnent 8.1
that will select construction alternatives for
two projects that are currently under design,
the East Ol eans Landbridge and Raccoon | sl and
proj ects.

The East Ol eans Landbridge project is
| ocated in the Pontchartrain Basin in Ol eans
Parish, just east of the Rigolets. This project

will include two conponents, nmarsh creation and
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shoreline protection.

Raccoon Island is the state's
west ernnost barrier island in | ower Terrebonne
Parish. Project features will include the
creation and/ or enhancenent of beach, dune,
supratidal, intertidal, and subtidal habitats
t hrough sand-fill placenent and shoreline
pr ot ecti on.

O her project features such as sand
fenci ng, vegetative plantings, crushed aggregate
for nesting substrate, and hay bal es may be
I ncluded to pronote avian nesting habitat. The
restoration plan was just out for public review
and is scheduled for conpletion in the Cctober
time frane.

And, finally, the first-of-its-kind
joint restoration plan between the Louisiana and
Open Ccean TIGs was conpleted earlier this year.
The plan allocated funds fromsix restoration
types fromboth TIGs, including wetland coast al
nearshore habitat, birds, restoration on

federal |l y managed | ands, SAV, sea turtles, and
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fish and nore colony birds. The trustees

allocated a little over $230 million to the

I sl and construction conponent, wth additional
funds conming to the project through the state's
ot her Deepwater Horizon fundi ng streans.

Qur featured project this year is
Terrebonne HNC Island. This small island was
originally a dredge spoil placenent fromthe
Houma Navi gati on Channel, dredged in | ower
Terrebonne Parish, just south of Cocodrie, and
becane an inportant colony for many col oni al
wat er bi rd speci es.

The island had eroded in size to
approxi mately 26 acres, but the suitable nesting
habitat on the island was only I ess than 10
acres. |If this island wasn't restored and
protected, it would have |likely eroded to open
water in a short tine.

The project restored bird nesting and
foragi ng habitat by increasing the acreage of
the island to approximtely 45 acres of shrub

nesting, ground nesting, and marsh habitat.
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An exi sting, degraded perineter-rock

di ke was restored, and breakwaters were
constructed on the northeast side of the island
to provide further protection as well as calm
wat er for loafing birds. The project was
seeded, and vegetative plantings were planned
for later this year.

So what's next for the Louisiana Tl G?
G ven the conpletion of our joint RP-1 between
LA -- Loui siana and Open Ccean Tl Gs for
Chandel eur |Islands, we're turning our attention
toward construction. The current schedul e has
us initiating construction late fall of this
year, pending final environnental clearances.
It's anticipated that this is a two-plus-year
construction effort, as we're slated to dredge
over 12 mllion cubic yards of material.

The construction tineline also has to
take into account bird nesting w ndows, as well
as anticipated sea turtle nesting.

We tal ked about the conpletion of

RP/EA 8.1. This draft plan just conpleted its

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Deepwater Horizon Meeting

. . . Page 27
public comment period, and once that plan is

conplete, we'll again turn our attention toward
construction of those two projects, the East
Ol eans Landbri dge and Raccoon I sl and.

The trustees will continue to nove
forward i npl enenting our nonitoring and adaptive
managenent activities. New activities this year
i ncl ude devel opnent of tools to nonitor and
predi ct subnerged aquatic vegetation habitat, an
ecosystem | evel fish and shellfish productivity
assessnment for the Chandel eur |slands habit at
restoration.

And finally, the trustees wl|l
initiate Restoration Plan and Environnent al
Assessnment 9.0. This wll be our nost
conprehensi ve restoration plan to date, with the
trustees looking to allocate funds fromthe
bird, wetland coastal nearshore habitat,
nutrient reduction, and mari ne manmal
restoration types for nultiple projects. The
notice of solicitation for this restoration plan

shoul d go out very shortly, and our schedul e has
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a loose tine franme of October of next year for
the rel ease of a draft plan.

So this is the end of the Louisiana
update. Up next wll be the M ssissippi
restoration area, so I'll turn the presentation
over to M. Chris Wlls, representing the
M ssi ssi ppi trustees.

MR, VELLS: Thank you, Maury.

As Maury said, I'mChris Wells. |I'm
the Executive Director of the M ssissippi
Departnent of Environnental Quality, and |I'm
here to give the annual update for the
M ssi ssippi TIG

| want to note on this slide, what you
see here is an aerial photo of a portion of
Phase 6 of the Hancock County Marsh Living
Shorel i ne project, which was constructed in
2025, conpleted in 2025.

This final 1.7-mle-1ong breakwater
conponent was constructed using both M ssissippi
TI G NRDA fundi ng and RESTORE Act fundi ng
totaling $16.5 million, and I'Il talk sone nore
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about Hancock County Marsh Shoreline project in
a nmonment, but | did want to note this slide.

As far as funding status, of the $295
mllion allocated for NRDA projects in
M ssi ssippi, 74 percent of the funding has been
allocated. $217 million in projects is either

conpl ete or underway.

saw t he photo of the final conponent of the
Hancock County Marsh Living Shoreline. This is

a |l egacy project, early restoration project,

agreement with BP in 2014. It provides 7.6
total mles of shoreline erosion protection,
created habitat for secondary productivity, and
created salt marsh habitat to protect the
Hancock County Coastal Preserve, which is the
| ar gest contiguous salt marsh in M ssissippi.
The project spanned about 10 years
frominitial engineering and design through
construction of the | ast breakwater conponent,

I ncl udi ng six construction phases and a total

As | nmentioned on the first slide, you

which was initially funded through a stipulation
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budget of $66.5 mllion. There were four phases
of breakwater construction for, as | said
earlier, a total of 7.6 mles to decrease

i ncom ng wave energy and to protect the existing
mar sh conpl ex and provi de secondary productivity
benefits.

A 46-acre oyster reef was constructed
with |inestone clunps, and 46 acres of marsh was
constructed from beneficially using dredge
material from nearby dredgi ng projects.

This area has historically suffered
shoreline erosion at a rate of 6 to 10 feet per
year. Since conpletion of the existing
br eakwat er structures, the project has hel ped
sl ow down and even reverse land | oss, and we're
very proud of that. Despite 13 tropical storns
directly inpacting the area since conpletion of
Phases 1, 2, and 3 in 2018, sone areas protected
by the breakwater have gai ned an additional one
and a half to four feet of Iand. The nost
recent reef nonitoring data indicates that the

average density of bivalves, which about half of
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those are oysters, exceeded project goals. So

we're very proud of the results of this project.

The M ssissippi TIG has al so been busy
directing our fifth restoration plan, which is
schedul ed for release later this nonth, with a
public comment period through late July. The
reasonabl e range of alternatives included in
that include projects to address nutrient
reduction and to benefit birds.

Speaking of birds, on the right, the
phot o you see here is fromour Bird Stewardship
and Enhanced Monitoring in M ssissippi project,
whi ch includes bird surveys on five barrier
i slands: Ship, Cat, Horn, Wst Petit Bois, and
Petit Bois. It also includes protection of
nesting areas and banding and fitting priority
species with tracking devi ces.

The | atest surveys docunented over a
t housand shorebird and col oni al species' nests,
I ncl udi ng Snowy Pl over, WIlson's Plover,

Anmeri can Oystercatcher, Black Skimrers, Least

Terns, Qull-billed Terns, Common Terns, Royal
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Terns, and Sandwi ch Terns. Not sure if there
are any other terns, but we got a lot of terns,
with a total of 316 docunented fl edgli ngs.

We al so have four active habitat
managenent projects across our three coastal
counties. The largest one is in Grand Bay,
where we work closely with DO and the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Marine Resources to
enhance, restore, and preserve target habitats
within the boundaries of the Grand Bay Nati onal
Wl dlife Refuge, the Gand Bay NERR, and G and
Bay Savannah Coastal Preserve. Project
activities include | and acquisition for
preservation and habitat restoration neasures,
I ncl udi ng i nvasi ve speci es nanagenent,
nmechani cal clearing, chemcal treatnent, and
prescribed fire.

Si nce 2018, we've acquired over 1,500
acres of land, applied prescribed fire to 1, 600
acres, nechanically cleared 475 acres, treated
439 acres for invasive species, and created or

mai ntained 15 mles of fire | anes.
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So in terns of what's next for the

nmonth. And then with respect to the Gaveline
Bay Land Acquisition and Habitat Managenent
project, which is another of our habitat
managenent projects in Jackson County, it's
simlar in scope to the Gand Bay with

acqui sition and habitat managenent. 611 acres

Devel opnment of a habitat managenent pl an,

cul tural resource survey, and species
consultations are conplete, and we will soon
begi n active habitat managenent activities in

coordination with DO and NMDVR

TI G update, and I'l|l pass it to Robin Riechers
Wi th the state of Texas.

MR. RI ECHERS: Thank you, Chris.

the Texas Parks and Wl dlife Departnent, and

today |'mrepresenting the Texas Trustee

M ssissippi TIG of course, release of the final

Restoration Plan 5, as | referenced, |later this

of coastal wildlife habitat have been acquired.

Wth that, | wll end the M ssissippi

Again, nmy nane is Robin Riechers with
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| npl enent ati on G oup, which includes Texas Parks
and Wldlife, the Texas General Land O fice, the
Texas Comm ssion on Environnmental Quality, as
wel | as our other federal trustee agency

part ners.

As of April 2026, we've commtted
approximately $190 nmillion, or 80 percent, of
our total settlement allocation of $238 mllion
to projects or planning activities.

Today |1'I1 be highlighting sone of the
acconpli shnents of the Texas restoration area
and sonme of the activities that the TI G has been
wor ki ng on.

As of today, we've conpleted 14
projects and have 29 projects in progress.

We' ve added to our portfolio of rookery islands
and the amount of coastal |ands preserved. To
date, we finished construction on seven rookery
I sl ands and have enhanced our coastal area by
acqui ring and preserving over 6,000 acres of
coastal | ands.

Today |I'mgoing to highlight two of
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our bird projects. First is the Jones Bay

Oystercatcher Habitat Restoration project. This
project restored five small islands in Jones
Bay, which is | ocated on the west side of

Gal veston Bay. Each site involved enhanci ng
energent spits to create areas of higher

el evations and all ow for successful nesting of

t he vul nerabl e Anerican oystercatcher.

Rock breakwaters were constructed to
mtigate the negative effects of wave action,
and about 1.5 acres of oyster reefs were created
or enhanced to provide foraging habitat for
nesting oystercatchers and their young.

Construction of this project was
conpleted wiwthin the |Iast year, and we've
al ready observed nesting on the islands, as you
can see there.

Next, I'mhighlighting the restoration
of Dressing Point Island, which is located in
East Matagorda Bay. Historically, this was a
hi ghly productive bird nesting island that has

suffered from severe erosion. W expanded the
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existing island fromfour to ten acres, added a

shelf reef for foraging, and constructed a
breakwater to protect the island.

So what's next? Looking forward, we
are continuing coordination with the U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers to beneficially use sedinents
fromtheir dredging projects to increase
el evations and restore coastal marsh as part of
seven different projects. Construction for
these projects is anticipated to occur over the
next several years and could start as early as
this year.

And with that, | want to thank you
each for the opportunity to present the work of
the Texas Trustee | nplenentation G oup and for
you being -- and for being with you today and
with us today. And now, | will turn the
presentation over to Laurie Rounds of the Open
Ccean G oup.

M5. ROUNDS:. Thank you, Robin.

Hel | o, everyone. M nane is Laurie

Rounds. |'m NOAA's representative to the Open
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Ccean Trustee | nplenentation Goup, or TIG

Thank you for joining us this afternoon.

"Il provide the TIG s updates for the
Open Ccean Trustees, which include NOAA the
Departnent of the Interior, U S. Environnental
Protection Agency, and the U. S. Departnent of
Agricul ture.

The Open Ccean TI G has recei ved about
$839 mllion in settlenment funds fromBP. As of
May this year, we've commritted over $687 mllion
to inplenent a total of 54 planning,
restoration, and nonitoring projects. This
represents nore than 80 percent of the funds
we' ve received.

The trustees will continue to devel op
restoration plans until the full anount
al located to the Open Ccean restoration area is
comm tted.

Next, 1'd like to share a few updates
for our restoration activities over the past
year. Since our |ast update, the TIG finalized

two restoration plans, our fourth Open Ccean
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restoration plan commtting nore than $210

mllion to ten projects to restore oceanic fish
and sea turtles, and as you heard earlier, a
joint restoration plan with the Louisiana TIGto
restore the inportant habitat provided by
Chandel eur |slands, and to enhance fish
popul ati ons of the Chandel eur Sound through
engagenent and col | aborative restoration
activities.

We're al so seeing great results from
two projects selected in our first restoration
plan to restore Black Terns and Commobn Loons,
whi ch spend winter in the Gulf and breed in
interior states. These projects are working
wWith partners to voluntarily conserve inportant
habitat, and they've protected nore than 6, 600
acres for Black Terns and over seven mles of
| ake shoreline habitat for Comon Loons.

Qur three Gulf Sturgeon projects are
al so conpleting their work. @lf Sturgeon are
found in seven river systens across the Gulf

where they return each spring and sumer to
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spawn. Last year, we conpleted a project called
Informng Gulf Sturgeon Popul ation Status and
Trends that inproved our estinates of sturgeon
survival growh and population viability into
the future by conpiling several mllion records
from 1976 to 2022 representing data on al nost
22,000 sturgeon.

The second project to characterize
sturgeon habitat conpleted its work to map 750
mles of in-stream spawning habitat in the Pearl
and Pascagoula Rivers. A synthesis of spawning
habi tat maps and juvenil e sturgeon data, which
was collected by the third project, is being
conpleted this year. Together these results
Wil help informthe TIGs @lf sturgeon
restoration planning.

And after making significant progress
to devel op restoration techni ques, our
Mesophoti ¢ and Deep Benthic Conmmunities
restoration projects are ranping up coral
outplanting efforts. W're returning deep-sea

coral colonies that were collected fromthe Culf
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and successfully grown in coral propagation |abs
to help restore these injured seafl oor
communi ti es.

This year we put back 64 corals of a
species called Swftia exserta, also known as
orange sea fans. Wile they were in our |abs,
we | earned a wealth of information about these
habi tat-building corals. W're continuing our
field efforts to restore coral communities using
a range of artificial substrate types including
pillars, pyramds, pedestals, and piles,
| earning at each step in the process to identify
the nost effective way to restore these
I nportant seafl oor comunities.

This year, we'd like to feature two of
our seabird restoration projects. Open Ccean
Restoration Plan 3 dedicated $33 mllion to
seven projects to restore seabirds inpacted by
t he Deepwater Horizon oil spill, such as Conmon
Terns, Northern Gannets, G eat Shearwaters, and
Audubon's Shearwaters. Because many of these

bi rds spend nuch of their |lives outside the
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Qul f, our efforts target inproving nesting

habi tat and boosting breedi ng success at
priority colony sites.

Today, we'd like to highlight field
wor k conducted in 2025 for two projects. The
first project is restoring Northern Gannet
colonies at Cape St. Mary's in Newfoundl and, one
of just six North Anerican breeding colonies for
t he speci es.

I n 2025, project teans placed 250
gannet decoys across four sites to encourage
nesting, and the decoys are show ng sone early
success. Field teans have already observed |ive
gannets scouting the restorati on areas and
interacting with the decoys. The project also
i ncl udes debris renoval, predator nmanagenent,

m ni m zing di sturbance, GPS tracking, and
| ong-termnonitoring to support col ony recovery.

Qur second hi ghlighted seabird project
is located at Dry Tortugas National Park, which
provi des renote island nesting habitat for

several injured seabird species. This project
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seeks to inprove and protect seabird nesting
areas through habitat managenent, invasive
species control, and seabird nonitoring.

Proj ect partners include the National Park

Florida Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on

Comm ssi on.

a seabird nonitoring protocol and began
col l ecting baseline nesting and vegetation
survey data at seabird colonies. The project

team has al so been investigating the use of

data as this restoration project continues.
So the TIGis also inplenenting

several other projects to restore Open Ccean

resources. Com ng up next this year, the

trustees extended the work of two inportant

mllion for the Mesophotic and Deep Benthic

Communi ti es Habitat Assessnent and Eval uati on

Service, US. Fish and WIldlife Service, and the

I n 2025, the project team established

drones as a tool to collect nesting and habitat

restoration projects. |In March, we approved a

five-year extension and budget increase of $12.5
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project. Wth this extension, the project wll
conti nue data collection to assess seafl oor

habi tats, nonitor baseline conditions, and

eval uate restoration and protection activities.
The trustees are review ng simlar extensions
for each of the other three projects to restore
t hese deep-sea coral conmuniti es.

We al so approved an extension and an
additional $4.8 mllion for our project to
reduce i npacts of anthropogenic noi se on
cetaceans. This project has made significant
progress in understanding noise in the Gulf and
bui | ding restoration partnerships. Wth this
extension, it will expand work with industry
partners over the next four years to voluntarily
reduce human-caused noise in the GQulf that
af fects whal es and dol phi ns.

In addition to our restoration work,
the TIGis devel oping five new nonitoring and
adapti ve managenent activities. The first
activity wll devel op an ecosystem nodel to

eval uate progress towards our ecosystem
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restoration goals, with an initial focus on

oceanic fish and invertebrates.

The second activity wll identify food
web or trophic connections between restored
coastal and open ocean ecosystens.

And we w Il also collect data to
under stand the novenent of fish, sturgeon, and
sea turtles anong restored habitats in a third
activity that's bei ng devel oped.

The fourth activity wll assess the
abundance of adult sea turtles through genetic
mar k- recapture studi es, and assess conditions at
nests to determ ne hatchling sex ratio and
survi val

And last, the fifth activity wll
informour efforts to reduce the inpacts of
noi se on whal es and dol phins by conti nui ng
acoustic nonitoring across the Gulf, which
provides inportant data on their distribution
and the levels and patterns of anthropogenic
noi se that affects them

In addition to the annual progress
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reports released earlier this nonth, we have two
upcom ng public webi nars where you can hear nore
details about our projects. The annual webi nar
for the Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Conmunities
restoration projects will be on July 14th.

Regi stration is open on the trustee's webpage,
and we will also hold our annual Open Ccean TIG
webi nar this fall. Please check back on the
Open Ccean TIG s webpage |ater this year for
more information on that neeting.

So that's it for the Open Ccean TIG s
update. Thank you very nmuch for your attention,
and next, Tim Landers wll| provide an update for
t he Regi onwide TIG

MR. LANDERS. G eat. Thank you so
much, Laurie.

As Laurie nmentioned, |I'm TimLanders
with the U S. Environnental Protection Agency,
and I'"mcurrently serving as the chair of the
Regi onwi de Trustee | nplenentation G oup, with
Valerie Alley fromthe M ssissippi Departnent of

Envi ronmental Quality serving as the vice chair.
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Pl eased to be here today to share with you what

t he Regi onwi de TI G has been doi ng over the | ast
year.

The Regi onwi de TI G fundi ng update
hi ghlights that $162 mllion has been comm tted
to restoration planning, project inplenentation,
noni toring and adapti ve nanagenent, and
adm ni strative oversight activities out of the
$241 mllion received to date fromBP

The total funding allocation for the
Regionwide TIGis $350 mllion over 15 years,
and the programrestoration programis currently
In year ten.

The TIGis currently inplenenting 15
projects and activities, which includes 13
restoration projects and two planning
activities.

Over the past year, the Regi onw de
Trustees continued i nplenenting the 11 projects
selected in our first restoration plan, as well
as two early restoration projects.

A few highlights follow. In 2025,
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trustees began on-the-ground i npl enentation of

t he Reducing Marine Debris |Inpacts on Birds and
Sea Turtles project. This project is a

col l aborative effort anong all five Gulf Coast
states, EPA, NOAA, and DO . Activities included
renovi ng marine debris fromidentified hot spots
across the @ulf, installing fishing gear
recycling receptacles, and conducting outreach.

Cl eanup activities in 2025 enhanced
approximately 88 linear mles and 1,470 acres of
bird and sea turtle habitat, including soft
bottom hard bottom rookery island, and beach
habitats. |In total, trustees have renoved over
103, 000 pounds -- that's nore than 50 tons -- of
| and and ocean-based debris as part of this
proj ect.

Secondly, the trustees al so continue
to make good progress on the Bird Nesting and
Foragi ng Area Stewardship project. The project
ainms to conserve and enhance nesting and
foragi ng habitat for shorebirds.

Activities involve stewardi ng and
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nmoni toring beach and bay shorebirds to reduce

di sturbance and predation and i ncrease nesting
success and survival .

In 2025, bird surveys were conducted
along all coastal beaches of Al abama to docunent
nesting pairs and fledglings. During the
br eedi ng season, synbolic fencing was used to
hel p protect over 120 acres of beach and i sl and
habi tat at Snowy Pl over, Least Tern, Bl ack
Skimrer, and Qull-billed Tern nesting sites.

Fl ori da expanded its project conponent
fromtw sites in 2024 to 22 sites. Stewardship
and nonitoring activities docunented nearly
1,500 Least Tern nests, 276 Snowy Pl over nests,
115 Wlson's Plover nests, 132 Anmerican
Oystercatcher nests, and 90 Bl ack Ski nmer nests.

In M ssissippi, breeding bird surveys
wer e conducted across 24 mai nl and beach col oni es
and on Deer, Round, and Cat |slands docunenting
and protecting 1,127 shorebird nests.

Lastly, the Restore and Enhance Sea

Turtle Nest Productivity project wll devel op
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and i npl enent restoration actions to inprove
hat chl i ng production for Loggerhead, Kenp's
Ri dl ey, and Green sea turtles on nesting
beaches. In 2025, trustees began conducti ng
surveys of nests, craw s, and hatchlings while
continuing to evaluate potential threats on
hi gh-density nesting beaches.

Sea turtle nest patrols in coastal

Al abama recorded 96 nests with an esti mat ed

nmonitoring the M ssissippi barrier islands for

sea turtle nests, eggs, and hatchlings. N ne

docunented. |Inplenentation of these and ot her
Regi onwi de TIG restoration projects wll
continue in 2026 and beyond.

Now for our featured project, this
year we're featuring the Regionwde TIG
Restoring the Night Sky early restoration
project. Since its selection in the Phase 2

early restoration plan, trustees retrofitted

6, 336 hatchlings. 2025 was also the first year

nests and an estimated 745 |ive hatchlings were

lighting to reduce the anount of |ight reaching
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sea turtle nesting beaches at key locations in
Florida and Al abama. This has included
upgradi ng street lights, parking lot |ights,
pavilion |ighting, and lights at other coastal
facilities.

Activities have occurred across an
ei ght-county area extending from Bal dwi n County,
Al abama, to Franklin County, Florida.

Over the life of the project, trustees
replaced or retrofitted nore than 3,000 |ights
to hel p reduce disturbance to sea turtle nesting
habi t at .

Most recently in 2025, an additi onal
132 lights were retrofitted near sea turtle
nesting beaches at Gulf State Park, Al abama, as
seen in the photos of the pavilion and boardwal k
there on this slide.

Following this latest retrofit, the
Regionwide TIGw Il likely begin the process of
cl osing out the Restoring the N ght Sky project
after nore than a decade of work to reduce the

effects of lighting on nesting sea turtles.
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In ternms of next steps, | ooking ahead,
we anticipate continuing inplenentation of the
11 projects approved in Regionw de TIG
Restoration Plan 1, as well as our early
restoration projects. W wll also continue
pl anning for current and future Regionwi de TIG
priorities.

Thank you for your tinme and attention,
and at this point, I'll hand the floor back to
Perry.

MR, FRANKLIN. Thank you, Tim and
thank you to all of today's speakers. That was
a trenmendous anount of useful information, and
|'"d like to rem nd you that today's Power Poi nt
presentation and today's transcript all wll be
posted on the Trustee Council's website, which
is gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov. Thank you to
all of today's speakers.

So now, let's see if there are any
public comments. |1'd like to rem nd each of you
t hat when you registered for today's webinar,

you did have an opportunity to register to give
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public comment. At this tine, |I'd also like to
remnd you that the Trustee Council
representati ves shown on the slide are here on
the webinar and are here to listen to your
coments, just as in previous Trustee Council
nmeet i ngs.

You may al so want to comment on the
wor k of the Regionwi de Trustee | nplenentation
Group, because this neeting is also serving as a
Regi onwi de TI G s annual neeting. All state and
federal trustees are nenbers of the Regi onw de
Tl G

So, if anyone would |ike to nake
public comment and did not pre-register, that's
fine. Sinply use the questions box in the | ower
ri ght-hand corner of the webinar's interface and
type your nane in. W wll pause at this tine
to give individuals an opportunity to type their
name in, and I will call you forward to nmake
your public comment in the order that the nanes
appear .

So if you are interested in making
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public comment, sinply use the questions box

| ocated on the right-hand side of the webi nar
interface and type your nanme in, and then | wll
call your name, and you will have three m nutes
to provide public conment.

At this time, | would |ike to call
forward Kara Fox to nmake public comment. And,
Ms. Fox, if you're representing an
organi zati on, please state your nane for the
record, and if you are representing an
organi zati on, please state the nane of the
organi zati on you represent. You have three
m nutes to make your public comment.

M5. FOX: Hi. Thanks so nuch, Perry.

My nane is Kara Fox, and |I'mthe
di rector of coastal conservation for the
Nat i onal Audubon Soci ety based in Fairhope,

Al abama. Thanks so nuch for the opportunity to
provi de coments, and thank you to the trustees
for the overview of progress to date.

Each tinme | see the annual neeting

presentation, |I'manmazed at how nuch has been
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acconpl i shed, not only in a year, but since the

settlenment. 385 projects this year is just a
huge acconplishnent. So I'd like to thank the
trustees for their tireless efforts to continue
to restore the Gl f.

Wi | e many amazing projects have been
funded, there are a few that stand out for
Audubon. Projects |ike Chandel eur |sland, Round
| sl and, Jones Bay Oystercatcher Habitat, and the
Lower Perdido Islands restoration are creating
and restoring critical habitat for many bird
speci es.

Al so, the Coastal Bird Stewardship
projects in Texas, M ssissippi, Al abama, and
Florida are ensuring our beach-nesting birds
have the space and safety they need to breed and
forage successfully, allowng themto grow their
popul ations across the Gl f.

W were al so pleased to see funding
for the Northern Gannet Recovery at Cape St.
Mary's through the Open Ccean TIG | |ove that

picture of the Gannets in the car. That was
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awesone.

It's hard to believe it's been 16
years since the spill. The progress we've nade
to date woul d not have been possible w thout the
dedi cation of the federal and state trustees,
scientists, conservation organizations, | ocal
communi ties, and countl ess partners working
together toward this shared vision for restoring
the aul f.

So, once again, thank you for your
dedi cation to the Gulf and the wildlife that
depend on it, and Audubon | ooks forward to nore
proj ects and partnerships as we nove forward to
recovery of the Gulf.

Thank you.

MR. FRANKLI N:  Thank you, M. Fox, and
t hank you for your comrent.

At this time, we still would like to
invite others to put their nanme into the
questions box, and we'll call you forward.

Next individual to give public coment

Is Sally Shushan. And, Ms. Shushan, if |I'm
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stating your |last nane incorrectly, please

forgive ne. But if you're representing an
organi zation, please state the nane of the
organi zation for the record. You have three
m nut es.

Sally, if you can hear ny voice, if
you are speaking, please unnute yourself.

M5. SHUSHAN: |'munnuted. Thank you,
Perry.

Your staff responded to ne that you
all were not prepared to answer questions today.
So that if this is inappropriate, please say so,
and I will not pursue it.

But | would |like to understand the
trustees' role in approving a state's changes to
projects that have been submtted and approved
by the trustees, but later w thdrawn.

Specifically, I"'mreferring to the
M d-Barataria Diversion project, which was part
of Louisiana's nmaster plan and desi gned and
approved by highly qualified scientists and then

approved by the trustees.
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Wth a new governor taking office, the
proj ect has been canceled. Do the trustees have
the power to deny the change and have the
di versi on project proceed as |ong vetted and
approved?

Thank you.

MR. FRANKLI N:  Thank you so very nuch
for that conment.

As in previous Trustee Council public
meetings, the Trustee Council representatives
shown on that previous slide are listening only,
but your coment wll be a part of the public
record, and they wll take that into
consi deration. Thank you very nuch.

M5. SHUSHAN:. | appreciate it. Thank
you.

MR. FRANKLI N:  Thank you.

Are there others who would like to
make public comment at this tinme? |If there are,
sinply use the questions box on the webi nar
interface, little right-hand corner, type in

your nanme and we wll call you forward.
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And, again, while we're giving

i ndi viduals a nonent to either type or consider
maki ng public coment, just want to rem nd you
t hat the Power Point presentation that was used
today will be posted in the near future on the
Trustee Council's website, which is

gul fspillrestoration. noaa. gov.

Are there any others who would like to
make public coment ?

Well, we do appreciate your
participation in today's webinar. And to close
us out, I'Il turn it over to M. R echers.

MR. RI ECHERS: Thanks again, Perry.

As trustees, you can see we are
commtted to restoring the natural resources of
the Gulf of Anerica for years to cone, and we'll
continue to keep you updated as we strive to
mai ntain our rapid rate of progress.

Thank you all for attending this
annual neeting. W hope you found the neeting
i nformati ve.

Finally, I'd like to rem nd fol ks that
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if you haven't already, a good way to keep up

with all of the Trustee Council and trustee
group activities is to sign up for our enails.
| f you go to gulfspillrestoration.noaa. gov and
find the teal box with the envel ope icon that
says, get the | atest news updates fromthe
Deepwat er Horizon trustees, that'll get you
signed up for those updates.
Agai n, thank you each, all -- thank
you all again, and have a good rest of your day.
(Whereupon, at 2:06 p.m, the

proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, CHERYL NI CHOLSON, Certified Court
Reporter, Certified LiveNote Reporter, and
Certified Realtine Systens Adm ni strator, hereby
certify that the foregoing proceedi ngs that were
audi ble to nme were recorded by ne in shorthand,
stenographically and electronically via
t el ephoni cal ly, ZOOM OR OTHER renvot e
vi deoconf erence-only nethod and thereafter
transcri bed by ne; that said proceeding is a
true record of the testinony given by said
participants; that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to the action in which this proceedi ng was
taken; and further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any counsel or attorney enpl oyed by
the parties hereto, nor financially or otherw se
interested in the outcone of this action.

Wzm’mﬁw

_Cheryl L Nicholson 07/06/26_
CHERYL L. NI CHOLSON
El ectronic Notary Public in and for
the Commonweal th of Virginia
Not ary Regi stration Nunber- 270604
My Conmm ssion expires July 31, 2028.
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