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RECENT ACTIVITIES
We have been actively overseeing the planning, construction, and 
monitoring of Florida TIG projects. To date, of the 29 Early Restoration 
projects, 19 are complete—most recently the Bald Point State Park 
Development and the City of Parker-Oakshore Drive Pier projects—
and 8 are in the monitoring phase, including the Norriego Point Restoration 
and Recreation and Northwest Florida Estuarine Habitat Restoration, 
Protection and Education-Fort Walton Beach projects. Of the 53 post-
settlement projects, 3 are complete—most recently the Alligator 
Lake Coastal Dune Lake Hydrologic Restoration project—and 7 are in the 
monitoring phase including the St. Andrews State Park Improvements, 
Carpenter Creek Headwaters Park Amenities, and Carpenter Creek Water 
Quality Improvements projects. 

In April 2026, we invited the public to submit project ideas to inform 
development of our fourth post-settlement restoration plan, which will 
address the Water Quality, Nutrient Reduction, Sea Turtles, and Birds 
Restoration Types.

WHAT WE DO
Our work focuses on restoring water quality; wetlands, coastal, and 
nearshore habitats; and populations of sea turtles, marine mammals, birds, 
and oysters. We also enhance recreational opportunities and restore 
habitats on federal lands.

www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov

The Trustee representatives 
for the Florida Restoration 
Area are:
• Gareth Leonard, 

Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission

• Sarah Ketron, 
Florida Department 
of Environmental
Protection

• Ashley Warren, 
U.S. Department of 
the Interior

• Stella Wilson, 
National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric
Administration

• Craig Johnson, 
U.S. Department 
of Agriculture

• Tripp Boone, 
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency
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Restoration Overview
$382 million committed to approved projects and activities

PROJECTS BY RESTORATION GOAL PROJECT NEWS // Carpenter Creek 
Headwaters Park Amenities and Water 
Quality Improvements
Two companion projects at Carpenter Creek 
Headwaters Park in Escambia County completed 
construction in 2026 to enhance recreational access 
and improve water quality. The recreational project 
included construction of a 2,000-foot trail, along 
with benches, tables, and parking. The water quality 
project restored 2.6 acres of wetland habitat, acquired 
an additional 6 acres for conservation, and constructed 
a stormwater treatment facility to capture and treat 
runoff from Olive Road before it discharges to Bayou 
Texar, thereby reducing pollutant loads. Both projects 
are now in the monitoring phase.
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PROJECT UPDATE // Norriego Point Restoration and Recreation Project
This project stabilized and enhanced Norriego Point in the City of Destin 
while restoring natural resources and re-establishing recreational 
opportunities. The shoreline stabilization component was completed in 
2019, restoring  8.2 acres of beach habitat and 5.1 acres of dune habitat. 
Restoration activities included sand placement, construction of shoreline 
stabilization features, planting of dune vegetation, and installation of 
erosion control structures to dissipate wave energy and protect dredged 
fill placed landward of the revetment. Two new embayments were also 
created to improve shoreline conditions and provide sheltered areas.

Recreational improvements included a harborside boardwalk, dune 
crossovers, and a picnic pavilion with restrooms, showers, and drinking 
fountains, as well as educational signage, bike racks, and vehicle parking. 
The embayments also created additional swimming areas and improved 
access for boats and kayaks.

Construction of the recreational facilities was completed, and the park 
opened to the public in November 2025.
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Funding Overview

*

*Interest Used

The Florida TIG will continue 
implementing projects and 
will share updates with the 

public later in 2026.

MORE INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE
www.gulfspillrestoration.
noaa.gov/restoration-
areas/florida 
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