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Over the past year, we approved our fourth restoration plan, selecting 10 the Open Ocean
innovative and long-term projects to restore sea turtles and fish and water column Restoration Area are:
invertebrates. The plan dedicates over $210 million to protect sea turtle nesting
beaches, reduce bycatch, conserve fish spawning aggregations, and reduce
stressors on fishery resources. With the Louisiana Trustees, we also finalized the
joint Chandeleur Islands restoration plan. The Trustees will restore more than
2,400 acres of Chandeleur Island habitat critical for migratory birds, sea turtles, and
fish. We will also engage fishing communities in restoration activities to improve
the health of fish populations and their habitats within the Chandeleur
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Sound ecosystem. The Open Ocean Trustees continued to implement the Interior
35 restoration projects and monitoring activities and completed six projects to help e Ron Howard,
restore sea turtles, fish and invertebrates, and enhance coastal recreational areas. U.S. Department
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We work to restore wide-ranging and migratory species throughout their life stages U.S. Environmental
and across geographic ranges, including inland, coastal, and offshore areas. Protection Agency

Therefore, we may fund restoration projects outside of the Gulf of America. We
coordinate with state trustees, especially when proposed projects overlap their
jurisdictions.
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Restoration Overview

Open Ocean Seabird Restoration Projects

Open Ocean Restoration Plan 3 focused on restoring
seabird species injured by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill,
including common terns, northern gannets, great
shearwaters, and Caribbean-nesting seabirds such as
Audubon’s shearwaters. Because many of these birds
spend much of their lives outside the Gulf, restoration
work in 2025 focused on increasing bird abundance by
improving habitat where they nest and increasing
breeding success across important colony sites.

At Dry Tortugas National Park, restoration teams are using
approximately $3.5 million in funding to improve and
protect nesting areas through habitat management,
invasive species control, seabird monitoring, and potential
drone surveys to collect baseline population data.
Partners from the National Park Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission are also conducting nest and
vegetation surveys to better understand seabird activity
and habitat conditions across the islands.

We launched a $6 million restoration project to restore
northern gannet colonies at Cape St. Mary’s,
Newfoundland. Project partners deployed 250 decoys
across four sites to encourage gannet nesting. Live birds
are already scouting these restoration areas during this
first field season! Work also includes removing debris,
managing predators, reducing disturbance, GPS tracking,
and long-term monitoring to support breeding success
and colony recovery.

Deep-sea Coral Restoration

In 2025, the Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Communities
projects advanced restoration of injured deep-sea coral
habitats through a combination of field restoration,
scientific innovation, and public outreach.

Project teams deployed engineered coral domes on the
seafloor to create stable structures that promote coral
settlement and rebuild habitat complexity. Additionally,
scientists successfully returned mesophotic corals that
had been kept in a NOAA lab to the seafloor for the first
time—directly restoring damaged coral communities and
improving understanding of the coral species that were
injured by the oil spill.

Public engagement is also a key component of the
projects. The Hidden Gulf is a new award-winning
documentary that showcases the science, fieldwork, and
partnerships driving deep-sea coral restoration in the
Gulf.

Together, these projects are demonstrating scalable

restoration techniques, documenting real-world habitat
recovery, and increasing public awareness of the diverse
and productive deep-sea habitats of the Gulf ecosystem.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/restoration-lab-corals-return-seafloor-first-time
https://www.pbs.org/show/the-hidden-gulf/
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Funding Overview

. . Funds Committed Percent Funds
Restoration Type Settlement Allocation = —
Through May 2026 Committed Remaining

Fish and Water
$400,000,000 $257,288,561 e [ 36%

Column Invertebrates

Sturgeon $15,000,000 $2,924,904 19% 81%

SeaTurtles $55,000,000 $43,389,198 79% 21%

Marine Mammals $55,000,000 $28,171,443 51% 49%

Birds $70,000,000 $53,015,157 76% | 24%

= Q] [ (&) > Y (8 |~ [P

Mesophotic and Deep Benthic
P P $273,300,000 $151,907,292 56% 44%
Communities
Provide and Enhance
$22,397,916 $22,388,991 0%
Recreational Opportunltles
Monitoring and Adaptive
€ P $200,000,000 $44,590,883 78%
Management
Administrative Oversight and
€ $150,000,000 $83,368,873 44%
Comprehensive Planning
Total $1,240,697,916 $687,045,303 45%

WATCH THE STORY EXPLORE MORE

www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.
gov/restoration-areas/open-ocean

THE HIDDEN GULF

Dive deeper
into project
details, data,
and progress

Watch The Hidden Gulf, a documentary following
the restoration of deep-sea coral habitat
impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.
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