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RECENT ACTIVITIES
The Regionwide Trustee Implementation Group continues to oversee 
the implementation and monitoring of two Early Restoration projects. 
In 2021, the Regionwide Trustees released Restoration Plan 1, which 
included nearly $100 million for eleven projects focused on restoring 
birds, sea turtles, oysters, and marine mammals. Current activities 
emphasize proactive measures such as removing marine debris to 
reduce impacts on birds and sea turtles throughout the Gulf, restoring 
and enhancing sea turtle nest productivity, stewarding and monitoring 
bird nesting and foraging areas to reduce disturbance, and enhancing 
capacity for the treatment and care for live stranded marine mammals.

WHAT WE DO
Our work within the Regionwide Restoration Area is intended to 
replenish and protect targeted marine resources (marine mammals, 
sea turtles, birds, and oysters) affected by the spill and that often live 
and migrate across jurisdictional boundaries.
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Restoration Update
PROJECT UPDATE // Enhance Capacity, Diagnostic Capability, and Consistency of Marine 
Mammal Stranding Networks in the Gulf 

This Regionwide TIG project is strengthening the capacity, diagnostic expertise, and collaboration of the 
Marine Mammal Stranding Network (MMSN). Through enhanced training, advanced tools, and expanded 
diagnostic support, the project is improving how responders diagnose illness and causes of death, make 
informed rehabilitation and release decisions for live stranded marine mammals, and better understand 
overall population health across the Gulf.

The effort brings together MMSN partners from across the region through interactive trainings, supporting 
specialized diagnostic testing that might otherwise be out of reach, and providing critical diagnostic 
equipment to network partners. In 2025, the project hosted a Gulf-wide virtual training session followed by 
two immersive in-person regional workshops for eastern and northern Gulf MMSN partners. Each 
workshop combined classroom discussions with hands-on learning, giving participants the opportunity to 
sharpen advanced necropsy skills and improve their ability to identify signs of human interaction with 
marine mammals. Additional sessions explored topics such as forensic alternate light source technology in 
coordination with local law enforcement agencies, shark bite identification, real-world case studies, and 
interactive descriptive exercises that encouraged collaboration and problem-solving.

These trainings are creating a lasting legacy for the network. Sessions were professionally filmed and 
developed into a long-term training repository that MMSN members can access going forward, helping 
ensure knowledge continues to grow and spread across the Gulf.

Exciting advances are also on the horizon. The National Marine Mammal Foundation is nearing completion 
of more user-friendly equipment to measure Auditory Evoked Potentials to evaluate hearing in live 
stranded dolphins and whales, with trainings on the new equipment anticipated in September 2026. 
Together, these efforts are building a stronger, more connected, and better-equipped marine mammal 
stranding response network across the Gulf.
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Funding Overview

MORE INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.gulfspillrestoration.
noaa.gov/restoration-

areas/regionwide 
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Alternate light source used 
during necropsy to identify 

signs of human interation
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