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Today’s Agenda 

• Welcome and
Introduction

• Trustee Council Update
• Restoration Area

Updates
• Your Comments

VISIT US ONLINE 
Go to 

www.gulfspillrestoration. 
noaa.gov/ for the latest 

information about 
restoration projects, 

monitoring and adaptive 
management, and more. 
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Trustee Council Representatives 

ALABAMA 
Chris 
Blankenship 

MISSISSIPPI 
Chris 
Wells 

EPA 
Mary Kay 
Lynch 

FLORIDA 
Gareth 
Leonard 
(Chair) 

TEXAS 
Robin 
Riechers 

NOAA 
Chris 
Doley 

LOUISIANA 
Glenn 
Ledet Jr. 

DOI 
Mary Josie
Blanchard 

USDA 
Ronald 
Howard 
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Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

 

 

Trustee Council Update 
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Trustee Council Responsibilities 

• Fiscal oversight
• Monitoring and Adaptive Management direction
• Administrative Record
• Coordination and oversight of the groups below

Alabama 
Trustees for 

Alabama 

NOAA 
DOI 
EPA 

USDA 

Florida 
Trustees for 

Florida 

NOAA 
DOI 
EPA 

USDA 

Louisiana 
Trustees for 
Louisiana 

NOAA 
DOI 
EPA 

USDA

Mississippi 
Trustee for 
Mississippi 

NOAA 
DOI 
EPA 

USDA 

Texas 
Trustees for 

Texas 

NOAA 
DOI 
EPA 

USDA 

Open 
Ocean 
NOAA 
DOI
EPA 

USDA

Region-
wide 

All Trustees 
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Beaches and Other 
Recreational Uses 

..... .::::,., 
/4W1 
{~ ~ j C 201 S NOAA. Illustration by Kat 

...,~ Adopted from the 2016 Deepwater 
~ " Environmental Impact Statement; Figure 1.5-1 

Marsh and Other 

Birds 

 

Ecosystem Approach 

Source: Programmatic Restoration Plan 
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Restoration Timeline 

APRIL 2010 
Oil Spill 

APRIL 2011 
$1B Early Restoration 
Agreement with BP 

APRIL 2016 
Settlement Adds 
$7.8B in Natural 

Resource Damages 

April 2010 – April 2016 
Early Restoration 

June 2024 



 

 
  

  
 

   
  

  

Restoration Timeline 

More than $5.23 billion 
allocated to more than 

350 restoration projects
to date 

TODAY 
June 2024 

2017-2031 
Trustees Receive Settlement Payments Every April 

Trustees Release Annual Reports Every Year 
Restoration Planning and Implementation and Monitoring 
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Continued 
implementation 
and monitoring 
of restoration 
projects 

2032 - beyond 
Payments from BP end, 
but the work continues 
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Restoration Area Updates 

PHOTO: Nieco Payton 
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TRUSTEE IMPLEMENTATION GROUP 

Accomplishments 

More than 

350 
projects 

approved 
to date 

In 2023 the Trustee Implementation 
Groups collectively finalized 1 Restoration 

Plan and updated or approved 11 
Monitoring Activities 

The Trustees have collectively 
approved approximately 

$5.23 Billion 
to fund restoration projects 

In 2023 
posted more 

than 50 
webstories 
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Highlight Reel 
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Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Alabama Restoration Area 
Chris Blankenship 

Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources 



 
 

  

     

Alabama Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of March 2024 Total allocation 
$185 million $295 million 

$215 million in settlement funds received from BP to date 

43 projects approved

June 2024 14 



 

 

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What We’ve Been Up To 

32 
Projects in 
progress 

Currently drafting Restoration Plan IV and 
Environmental Assessment for Wetlands, 
Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; Oysters; 

Birds; Nutrient Reduction; and Provide 
and Enhance Recreational Opportunities 

Supplemental 
Restoration Plan II 
and Environmental 

Assessment: 
Marine Mammals 
to be released this 

summer 

Held the 
Alabama TIG’s 

annual 
public meeting 

(via video 
recording) in 

December 
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Featured Project 

Dauphin Island Ecotourism 



What’s Next? 

Sea Turtle Nest Productivity 

Bird Stewardship Oyster Grow-Out 



 
 

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Florida Restoration Area 
Sarah Ketron 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 



 
 

  

     

Florida Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of May 2024 Total allocation 
$265 million $680 million 

$424 million in settlement funds received from BP to date 

73 projects approved

June 2024 19 
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What We’ve Been Up To 

59 
projects in 
progress 

14 
projects

completed 
or closed 

Finalizing the Florida TIG’s 
third restoration plan, which is 

focused on water quality. 

3,729 
artificial 

reefs 
deployed 
across 44 
permitted 

areas 

Held the 
Florida TIG 

2023 annual 
public meeting 
on December 7 
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Featured Project - Evaluating Orientation Response of Sea 
Turtle Hatchlings to Physical Cues on Nesting Beaches 



 
 

 

What’s Next? 

• Implementation and monitoring of early
restoration, RP1, RP2, planning, and MAM projects

• Finalizing RP3/EA: Water Quality

• Annual public meeting in late 2024



 
   

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 

Trustee Council 

Louisiana Restoration Area 
Maury Chatellier 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 



 
 

  

     

Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of March 2024 
$3.85 billion 

Total allocation 
$5 billion 

$2.8 billion in settlement funds received from BP to date 

73 projects approved

June 2024 24 



 

 

  
 
 

  

 
 

  

What We’ve Been Up To 

Bayou Grande Cheniere 

Opportunity for Preliminary 
Public Engagement, 
Restoration Plan #9: 

Chandeleur Islands Restoration 

Began construction of 
the Mid Barataria 

Sediment Diversion 

Cypremort Park Improvements 
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Featured Project 

Large-Scale Barataria Ridge 
and Marsh Creation Project 



 
 

 

 

What’s Next? 

HNC Bird Island 

New Restoration 
Planning 

Opportunities 
Chandeleur Islands 



 
  

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Mississippi Restoration Area 
Chris Wells 

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 



 
 

  

     

Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of May 2024 Total allocation 
$216 million $295 million 

$216 million in settlement funds received from BP to date 

27 projects approved 
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What We’ve Been Up To 

22 
Projects in 
progress 

Final MS TIG Restoration Plan 
4/Environmental Assessment 

released in January 2024 

The 7 new RP4/EA projects include 
the following Restoration Types: 

Wetlands, Coastal and Nearshore 
Habitats 

Nutrient Reduction 

Recreational Opportunities 

Held the Mississippi 
TIG’s annual 

public meeting last 
November as part 
of the Mississippi 

Restoration Summit 
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What’s Next? 

• Continue restoration project
implementation
and monitoring.

• Hold Annual Meeting and
Mississippi Restoration Summit
in the fall of 2024.

• Restoration planning for next
plan, which is slated for
publication in spring 2025.



  Land Acquisition and Habitat Management 



  
  

  

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Texas Restoration Area 
Robin Riechers 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Photo: American Bird Conservancy or Houston Audubon 



 

 
 

  

   
 

Texas Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of May 2024 Total allocation 

$150 million $238 million 

$175 million in settlement funds 
received from BP to date 

34 projects approved

June 2024 34 



 

 

 

What We’ve Been Up To 

25 
Projects

in progress 

4,568
Acres of habitat 

preserved 

9 
Completed projects 
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Featured Projects 
Bahia Grande Hydrologic

Restoration 
Pierce Marsh 

Photo: Michael Plaza/Ducks Unlimited 



   

 

  

  

  

Featured Projects 

Photo: American Bird Conservancy or Houston Audubon Staff 

Breeding Bird
Stewardship 
Project 

Photo: Woody Woodrow/USFWS 

Least Tern Nest 

Tire Tracks 

Photo: American Bird Conservancy or Houston Audubon 

Photo: American Bird Conservancy or Houston Audubon 



  
 

What’s Next? 

Restoration Plan and 
Environmental Assessment #3 



   
  

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Open Ocean Restoration Area 
Laurie Rounds 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Photo: Laura Wong 



 
 

  

     

 

Open Ocean Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of May 2024 Total allocation 
$414 million $1.2 billion 

$679 million in settlement funds received from BP to date 

45 projects and planning
activities approved 
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What We’ve Been Up To 

130+ 
courtesy 

inspections on 
shrimp vessels 
for devices to 

reduce fish 
bycatch 

4,200 
sightings of marine 

mammals and sea birds 
during Gulf surveys 

750+ 
people joined 13 

live streaming 
events during 
expeditions to 

restore deep-sea 
habitat 
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Featured Restoration: Birds 



-----

 

What’s Next? 

Marine Mammals Fish and Water Column Invertebrates 

Seabirds Sea Turtles 



 
 

  
  

Deepwater Horizon NRDA 
Trustee Council 

Regionwide Restoration Area 
Erin Plitsch, Department of the Interior 

Jaime Miller, Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources 



 
 

  

     

 

Funding Update 

Amount committed for 
projects and activities
as of March 2024 Total allocation 
$156 million $350 million 

$198 million in settlement funds received from BP to date 

15 projects and planning activities approved
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What We’ve Been Up To 

3,115
light fixtures 

updated to sea 
turtle friendly 

lighting 

State and Federal Trustees have 
been coordinating on the 

Restore and Enhance Sea Turtle 
Nest Productivity project. 

Pilot Town Land 
Acquisition 

conveyed to Bon 
Secour National 
Wildlife Refuge 

by ADCNR to 
restore and 

conserve bird 
habitat. 
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are calculated us,ng a formula based 
on the survey year and counting 

I 

 

Featured Project 

https://avianmonitoring.com 
June 2024 47 

https://avianmonitoring.com/


   
 

  
   

   

What’s Next? 

• Continue implementation and monitoring of two
Early Restoration projects to benefit sea turtles

• Continue implementation and monitoring for
the 11 projects approved in Restoration Plan 1

• Discuss / identify current and future
Region-wide priorities

June 2024 48 
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We’d Like to Hear From You 

PHOTO: FWS 
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Trustee Council Representatives 

ALABAMA 
Chris 
Blankenship 

MISSISSIPPI 
Chris 
Wells 

EPA 
Mary Kay 
Lynch 

FLORIDA 
Gareth 
Leonard 
(Chair) 

TEXAS 
Robin 
Riechers 

NOAA 
Chris 
Doley 

LOUISIANA 
Glenn 
Ledet Jr. 

DOI 
Mary Josie
Blanchard 

USDA 
Ronald 
Howard 
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If you call into the 
webinar w ith a phone, 
do not se lect computer 
audio. 

If you use a phone and wish to 
make a comment you w ill need to 
enter your personal audio PIN in 
order to speak. 

"' Questions 'tl 
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i ·'reclliom diffuent reg· nnt.s 

eb r 10: 367-361-315 

~ GoToW b1na 

To communicate with staff, 
type questions here. 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  

Verbal Comments 

• All attendees are muted
automatically

• Please enter your audio PIN
if you plan on speaking via
phone – you will be
unmuted by staff at the
beginning of your comment

• Enter your name in the
questions box to request a
speaking slot

(Computer users do not need to enter a PIN.) 
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www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov 

Thank You and Check Out Our 
Website for the Latest News 
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