
Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration

Texas Restoration Area
June 2026

Photo: Woody Woodrow

Texas Restoration Area 

RECENT ACTIVITIES
Notable accomplishments from the past year include successful 
construction completion of six nesting bird islands and associated 
foraging reef habitat.  These efforts targeted oystercatchers in Galveston 
Bay and colonial nesting waterbirds in Matagorda Bay. Additionally, on 
Galveston Island, we protected existing habitat by purchasing 138 acres 
and constructing a breakwater intended to protect an additional 85 acres 
of estuarine marsh complex.  

WHAT WE DO
Work in the Texas Restoration Area focuses on restoring wetlands and 
other coastal habitats and reducing nonpoint source pollution. We are 
also restoring wildlife injured by the spill, including oysters, birds, and 
sea turtles.
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Interior

• Jamie Schubert, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

• Ron Howard, 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

• Doug Jacobson, 
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Protection Agency
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Restoration Overview
$190 million committed to approved projects and activities

PROJECTS BY RESTORATION GOAL RECENT NEWS // Dressing Point Island

Photo: Woody Woodrow

The birds are loving the enhanced nesting 
island we’ve constructed. We expanded an 
existing island from four to over 10 acres, 
added a shell reef for foraging, and added a 
breakwater to protect the island. 

RECENT NEWS // Jones Bay Oystercatcher Habitat Restoration

We have completed construction of the first project specifically targeting the American 
oystercatcher! This project restored five small islands totaling one acre on the west side of Galveston 
Bay. Each site involved enhancing emergent spits to create areas of higher elevations and allow for 
successful nesting of the vulnerable American oystercatcher. Rock breakwaters were constructed to 
mitigate the negative effects of wave action, and about 1.5 acres of oyster reefs were created 
or enhanced to provide foraging habitat for nesting oystercatchers and their young.
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Funding Overview

MORE INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/
restoration-areas/texas

Texas Restoration Area www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov

LOOKING FORWARD
The Texas Trustee 
Implementation Group is 
coordinating with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
beneficially use sediments from 
their dredging projects to 
increase elevations and restore 
coastal marsh as part of seven 
different projects.  
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